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Bad cyclist! Bad cyclist! 


by Michael Smith 

I ride pretty slowly, so I have plenty 
of time to think on my daily bike 
commute. Lately I’ve been thinking 
about some psychological conse¬ 
quences of bike riding. Growing up in 
contemporary consumer society, we’re all 
a bit like the children of a pathologically 
narcissistic parent. It has, up to a point, 
nourished us, and we depend on it; we 
even love it. At the same time, on some 
level we recognize that it wants to devour 
us. Cycling is an act of self-affirmation: it 
says that we have taken a step away from 
the parental program, and toward self- 
determination. 

But all such steps produce a counter¬ 
attack from the Internal Enemy — the 
mental representation (“introject” in the 
jargon) of the devouring parent. Various 
symptoms can result. The one I’ve seen a 
lot, from fellow cyclists, is a kind of 
“splitting” of the ego. An evil twin is 
posited: the Bad Cyclist, who is bad both 
in the sense of being wicked and in the 
sense of being incompetent. It is the Bad 
Cyclist who makes drivers angry and 
“spoils it for the rest of us.” It is the Bad 
Cyclist who ends up under the wheels of 
the truck, because he’s stupid. 


And it is also the Bad Cyclist who 
hates drivers, and wants to hurt and 
punish them. These feelings, which any 
sane person has in abundance after five 
minutes of cycling in New York, are felt 
as too dangerous to the social parent, so 
they are attributed to the evil twin. 

Now the fact is, that the Bad 
Cyclist is...us. We are all sometimes 
inattentive, slow to react, less than 
Clausewitzian in our traffic tactics. Most 
of us like to be nice to pedestrians, but 
our estimates of distance, trajectory and 
intent are imperfect. And Mother 
Theresa herself would have been tempt¬ 
ed to hate drivers, if she had ever ridden 
a bike in this town. 

We need to bring the Bad Cyclist 
back into the “bright circle of our recog¬ 
nition,” in Auden’s lovely phrase. The 
Bad Cyclist has the right to be human, 
fallible, and flawed without getting the 
death penalty, and he has the right to 
resent ill-treatment and demand his day 
in court. (This includes being represent¬ 
ed by The People in court if he has the 
misfortune of being dead and unable to 
speak for himself.) If he hasn’t got these 
rights, then we haven’t either. 
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Calendar 


MARCH 


Wed. 10 

6 - 9 pm 

Volunteer Night at T.A. 

One part mailing labels, one part 
Brooklyn Brewery lager.... 

Tues. 16 

7 pm 

T.A. Bronx Chapter meeting. 

Williamsbridge Oval. Call Rich for 
info: 718-653-2203 

Mon. 22 
6:30 pm 

Auto Free Central Park Committee 

Meet at T.A. Call to confirm: 212- 
629-8080/ CP hotline 212-787-PARK 

Tues. 23 
6-8 pm 

Auto-Free NY 

Monthly meeting, at T.A. 212-475- 
3394 or geohaikalis@juno.com 

Wed. 31 

6 pm 

Volunteer Night at T.A. 

Not your run-of-the-mill chit chat. 

APRIL | 

Mon 5 

6:30 pm 

T.A. Magazine meeting 

Interested in helping out? Find our 
more at this meeting. At T.A. 

Tues. 13 

7 pm 

T.A. Bronx Chapter meeting. 

Williamsbridge Oval. Call Rich for 
info: 718-653-2203 

Wed. 14 

6 pm 

Volunteer Night at T.A. 

You can ride/sleep/watch TV later. 

Mon. 19 
6:30 pm 

Auto Free Central Park Committee 

Meet at T.A. Call to confirm: 212- 
629-8080/ CP hotline 212-787-PARK 

Thurs 22 
5:15 pm 

Earth Day Action Ride/Skate 

See back cover for info! 

Mon. 26 
9-4 pm 

Earth Day Lobby Day in Albany 

Pre-register/more info: 

518-462-5526 

Tues. 27 
6-8 pm 

Auto-Free NY meeting 

Monthly meeting. At T.A. 212-475- 
3394 geohaikalis@juno.com 

Wed. 28 

6 pm 

Volunteer Night at T.A. 

Learn from the masters. 

Fri. 30 

6:30 pm 

T.A. magazine mailing party... 

whole lotta stickin' goin' on! 


April Brooklyn Committee meeting tba. Check 
www.transalt.org/campaigns/ or call T.A. 


MAY 


May 2 

T.A. tables at the Bike NY finish 

10-4 

in Staten Island...or join the T.A. 
Bike NY Marshal team. Call Sharon 
asap at T.A.: 212-629-8080. 

May 17-22 

Bike Week 1999. Stay tuned for 
more details. Call Ruth or Sue to 
volunteer: 212-629-8080. 

Keep up with our calendar on the web: 

www.transalt.org/calendar 


Publisher's Letter 

My Grand Canyon 

I t took 20 years of epic struggle and involved generations ofT.A. activists, but the end 
of the QBB Campaign is finally in sight. The North Outer Roadway will become 
the bridge’s long-sought car-free path in September. None of us could possibly name 
all of the talented, spirited folk who spent countless volunteer hours on the bridge, shiv¬ 
ering on winter nights and boiling on summer afternoons. These good citizens deserve 
our gratitude for all their work: counting cars and bikes, handing out postcards, organiz¬ 
ing demonstrations, writing letters to public officials, attending public hearings, crafting 
lawsuits, painting banners and placards and, on occasion, getting arrested. 

Of course, it should not have taken a Herculean effort simply to restore a dedicat¬ 
ed space for bicyclists and pedestrians on the City’s busiest bridge. That’s right, restore. 
When the bridge opened way back in 1903, bicyclists, pedestrians and street cars - 
“light rail” in modern lingo — had the QBB’s entire upper level. But like so many other 
changes wrought by the internal combustion engine, the bridge was altered to accom¬ 
modate only motor vehicles. No doubt the permanent north side path is welcome news, 
but I can’t help but think of the spectacular view from the old, interim path on the 
South Outer Roadway. The vastness of the East River reflecting the Manhattan skyline 
is a spectacular sight. It evokes the Grand Canyon in its majesty and magic. As an 
urban environmentalist, the Queensboro Bridge bike path was my Grand Canyon — a 
singular thing threatened by vast and destructive mechanized forces. 

Fortunately, so many others felt the same way. Back in the late 70s and early 80s 
Charlie McCorkell and his merry band pressed the Department of Transportation for 
a permanent path. They won temporary use of the South Outer Roadway, whose bro¬ 
ken lights and potholes were diligently reported by Mary Ellen Schrock to the city. In 
1991 a new generation ofT.A. activists emerged. Among them were journalists, bike 
messengers, college students, bankers and janitors. They pressured the City with more 
than 30 car-blocking demonstrations and the reams of news coverage they generated. 
Then there were the pro bono lawyers. In 1992, Ron McGuire forged new ground in 
NY State civil disobedience law when he successfully defended the “QB 6” in the 
precedent-setting “People vs. Gray.” In 1997, T.A. attorney Rick Muller sued to stop 
the City after it broke written promises to keep the interim bridge path car-free. 

Thank you also goes to DOT Commissioner Wilbur Chapman, who did the 
right thing when so many other City officials over the years chose to treat the cyclists 
and walkers who use the bridge with contempt. We appreciate his decision. 



P.S. Last issue in “Speed Hump Deep Freeze” (Pg. 10, Jan/Feb 99), T.A. made a 
harsh and overly broad criticism of community boards and borough presidents for 
opposing speed humps. The truth is, some of the 52 community boards have support¬ 
ed the humps, as have most of the borough presidents — especially The Bronx 
Borough President’s office, which was an early and vocal proponent of the humps. We 
apologize to speed hump supporters, but stick by the article’s contention that on the 
whole, neighborhood groups — not community boards and borough presidents — 
have led the fight for traffic calming in New York City. 



T.A. Wish List... 


For those little things that would help a Ipt but fall just out ofread- 
ch...to make a tax-deductible donation or contribute a wish list item, contact Sharon at T.A. 212-629-8080, or 
send a check to T.A. 115 I N. 30th St. #1207, NYC 10001. Thanks to Alice Lum and Marcel Dekker, Inc. for donating a 
number of chairs and storage cabinet. The office is looking better and better..now, if only the equipment would 
work. Our fax machine and copier are both dying...used machines in good shape (or donations toward new) are 
welcome. 
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Cycling News 


New Williamsburg Pathway Opens! 


Responding to T.A.’s January nighttime march on the 
bridge and hundreds of cards and letters from frustrated 
bridge users, the DOT opened the newly built south bike- 
and-pedestrian path on the Williamsburg Bridge on Feb. 
16. The last delay meant eight more months of scary and 
unsafe conditions, including four sets of stairs on the 
north side path. 

The new path is a vast improvement over the old. It 
has fewer stairs, fewer expansion joints, and more lights. 
Veteran bridge users will cross with a smile. With the 
south side pathway complete, the north pathway is being 
totally dismantled to allow for J, M and Z subway track 
rebuilding. By 2003, a new north path will be built, 12 
feet wide and ramped at both ends. The north side will be 
for cyclists and the south for pedestrians. The entire 
bridge reconstruction will be complete in 2005. 

Join T.A. to celebrate the opening of the bridge with 
a lunchtime ribbon cutting in March with DOT, local 
Councilmembers and happy Willy-B Bridge users. Call 
the T.A. office for the date and details. 



New and much improved south side bike and 
pedestrian path on the Willy-B 



From the now-closed gritty north side path, bridge riders rally for an end to 
the delays. 


Survey Says... 

Last fall the City’s Department of City Planning (DCP) conducted 
the most comprehensive and widely distributed survey of NYC cyclists 
to date. Eight thousand surveys were distributed and about 1,400 were 
returned. DCP is using the survey results to help direct the focus of two 
DCP studies, Making Streets Safer for Cycling and The Bicycle 
Parking Needs Study. 

Here are some tidbits from the studies and the survey: 

• Percentage of city cyclists who have been in an accident while riding 
in traffic: 52.8% 

• Percentage of cyclists who have been doored at least once: 32% 

• Percentage of cyclists who have been in a traffic accident and have 
filed a police report: 13% 

•Most requested cycling improvement: a comprehensive network of 
bike lanes 

• Average time cyclists had been bike commuting: 7.1 years 

• Average bike commute distance: 6.2 miles 
•Average bike commute duration: 34.4 minutes 

•Top three reasons for not bike commuting: no safe place to store 
bicycle, no shower/change facilities at work, fear of motorists. 

• Named greatest threat to cyclists' safety in traffic: taxi cab drivers 
•Year of first NYPD Uniformed Bicycle Patrols: 1992 at the 24th 

Precinct 

•Year every Precinct, Task Force, the Traffic Control Division and the 
Housing Bureau got bike patrols: 1997 

• Number of NYPD "officially" marked bicycles citywide: 1,700 

• Number of summons issued by the Bike Patrol in 1998 (Jan - Oct.): 
10,674 

• Percentage of bike patrol tickets issued in 1998 to cyclists or to motor 
vehicles in bicycle lanes: 43.2% 

•Percentage of bike patrol cycling-related tickets issued in 1998 
issued to cyclists: 74.7% 

•Percentage of bike patrol cycling-related tickets issued in 1998 
issued to motorists in bicycle lanes: 25.3% 

Check out our next issue for a more in-depth look at the survey 
results — with a focus on what T.A. members said. 
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Bike Shorts 


Smashed Racks Cripple NYC 
Bike-on-Bus 

Bike racks on the front of QBxl buses seem to be getting 
crushed by other buses when drivers park them overnight at the 
Queens Surface bus depot in College Point. As the only bike- 
on-bus option in the city — not to mention the only way for 
cyclists to cross the Whitestone Bridge — the racks need to get 
fixed now for the warm season ahead. Write Louis Calcago, 
Commissioner of Surface Transit at The Department of 
Transportation, Battery Maritime Bldg., 3rd FL, NY, NY 
10004, and tell them to install new racks now. 

High Costs at High Bridge 

The Parks Department is seeking $2 million in TEA-21 
funding to cover design and construction costs for a new stair¬ 
way and bicycle ramp from the water tower terrace in 
Highbridge Park to High Bridge’s entrance plaza. In order to 
completely restore the 160-year-old bridge, which connects 
173rd St. in northern Manhattan and 170th Street in The 
Bronx, the Parks Department needs to find a whopping $25 
million. Parks Commissioner Henry Stern says his agency will 
“aggressively pursue opportunities to fund the project and make 
the opening of High Bridge a reality.” 

Bike Lane in Limbo 

Although slated as a priority bike route since 1997, The 
Bronx’s University Ave. bike lane still exists only on paper. The 
holdup is as American as apple pie and baseball — specifically 
Yankee baseball. The DOT is concerned that a bike lane will 
impede traffic along a ten block stretch used by fans driving 
between the stadium and the Cross Bronx Expressway. It seems, 
rather than encourage cycling to the Stadium, the DOT plans 
to accommodate auto-dependent fans by redesigning the lane. 

CityRacks: Hope Springs Eternal 

With cities like Philadelphia having installed 3,000 bike 
racks over the past three years, one wonders why fewer than 
1,000 have been installed in the Big Apple. Nevertheless, the 
DOT’s CityRacks program promises to hire a contractor by this 
spring to install nearly 1,700 bike racks already requested. 


Downed Cyclist 
Memorialized 



On January 15, over 150 
cyclists and friends joined together 
to remember cyclist Brad Minch, 
who was killed by an oversized 18- 
wheel tractor-trailer truck at the 
intersection of 30th St. and 6th 
Ave. Brad, 23, was working as a 
messenger for Click Modeling 
Agency. He was remembered 
fondly by fellow messengers and 
friends, who were inspired by the 
tragedy to reinvigorate the NYC 
MessengersAssociation 
(NYCMA). For information on the 
next NYCMA meeting call 212-281- 


BradMinch (1976 - 1999) 


1829. 


Take the Bike to the Train 

Lockers and bike racks were recently installed at six sta¬ 
tions along Metro-North’s Harlem River Line. With an eye 
towards encouraging upstate bike-to-train commuters, Metro- 
North has installed ribbon racks at the following stations: Dover 
Plains, Harlem Valley-Wingdale, Pawling, Patterson and 
Brewster North. In addition, ten bike lockers were installed at 
both the Patterson and the Dover Plains stations. The lockers 
are managed by All Right Parking Corp., which charges $60 
dollars to rent out a locker for a year. To get an application, call 
them at 914-838-1154. 

Cyclist Killed by Truck 

On February 4, Jian Shun-Li, 36, was killed at the inter¬ 
section of Delancey and Allen Streets when he veered his bicy¬ 
cle away from one truck and was struck by another. The details 
of the crash are unclear. Sergeant Noschese from the Fifth 
Precinct reported that a garbage truck driver at the scene was 
issued a summons for “unsafely backing up through the inter¬ 
section.” 



Ziggy Rides On 

The bad news: the NYC DOT insists on using the 1980s cartoon character Ziggy as the 
symbol of the City’s bicycle efforts in their 1999 Bike Month advertising campaign. The good 
news: they’ve committed to losing “the lovable loser” next year and finding a better “mascot” 
for NYC cyclists. T.A. suggests a character known for intelligence, bravery, resourcefulness, 
and of course, good looks. 
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Wayne Fields 


Cycling News II 

Subway Station Bike Parking Vision 



T .A. has asked NYC Transit to install 
bike racks in the Bedford Avenue sta¬ 
tion on the L line in Williamsburg, 
Brooklyn, as a test, that if successful 
could be replicated throughout the system. 

As illustrated, parking for 16 bikes can be 
placed near the wall on either side of the station’s 
token booth. The benefits to cyclists are obvious, 
but the parking also helps NYC Transit by 
reducing the number of bikes carried on the sub¬ 


way during rush hours. The Bedford Ave. stop, a 
popular destination for neighborhood cyclists, 
often has bikes locked to every available fence or 
railing near its entrance. 

Bike-to-transit travel, promoted by the 
Federal Transit Administration as an environ- 
mentally-friendly complement to public trans¬ 
portation systems, has great potential in NYC. 
Ask President Reuter to take the first step by 
putting bike parking at the Bedford Ave. station. 


See enclosed 
postcard 
and write to: 

President Lawrence 
Reuter 
NYC Transit 
370 Jay Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11201 


Jane Sanders 

Join Sue f s Helpers 

You can the change 
the world... 

But we recommend you start small. 

Joining Sue’s Helpers will not only get 
you off the couch, but it will make you feel better too! (And, as an 
added bonus, you’re improving NYC cycling at the same time.) 

Here are just a few ways to help out, but we’ve got more. 
Just call Susan at the T.A. office (212-629-8080) today. Special 
thanks to everyone who’s gotten involved so far. We’re making 
serious progress. 

Good Will Ambassadors 

Join T.A. and the men and women of the NYPD Manhattan 
Traffic Task Force Bike Patrol as we fire up the Give Respect / Get 
Respect campaign in ‘99. Elucidate and educate with a smile... and 
perhaps delight in watching lane-blocking motorists get real tickets 


(we civilians will be handing out fake ones). To wayward cyclists 
well distribute trilingual educational flyers. For upcoming dates, 
check the web or call Susan atT.A. for details (212-629-8080). 

Eradicate Perils 

The Hazard ID team is gearing up for another session of 
inventorying roadway defects — everything from sewer grates 
that snare your wheel to your basic bike-eating pothole. Well 
meet Saturday, March 13 at 9:30 am at the intersection of 14th 
Street and Broadway (Southeast corner, by the Virgin 
Megastore) and travel up 1st Avenue to 42nd Street. 

Two Wheels to Fun 

Get involved in the coolest week of the year — Bike Week 
1999! It’s the last Bike Week of the millennium — don’t miss 
out on the fun. Lead a commuter ride, stopping at a Krispy 
Kreme doughnut laden breakfast on the way — or, serve up 
doughnuts and helpful T.A. materials at a breakfast with your 
favorite Borough President. The possibilities are endless — call 
Susan or Ruth at the T.A. office (212-629-8080). 
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Bike Week is 
May 17-23 

Bike Week is a week of festivities celebrating all 
NYC cyclists. Whether you’re a veteran bike com¬ 
muter, rookie commuter, racer, or occasional week¬ 
end rider, Bike Week is for you — so enjoy! 

The week’s events include a Sunday ride to see 
a Mets game, an evening ride to Coney Island, daily 
breakfasts with free doughnuts and juice, bike repair 
workshops and much, much more! Look for a 
schedule of events in the next T.A. magazine or visit 
our website at www.transalt.org. 


.Bikes, bagels & bells, what could be better? 



Merger Means Stronger Voice 
For New Jersey Cyclists 

The Coalition of New Jersey Cyclists and B.I.K.E, two 
active advocacy groups in NJ, have merged into Bike New 
Jersey, consolidating their efforts to improve conditions for 
cyclists throughout the state. The fledgling group has gotten 
off to a good start with support from their neighbors T.A., The 
Bicycle Coalition of the Delaware Valley and the Tri-State 
Transportation Campaign. 

T.A. members that live in NJ will be offered a free six- 
month membership at Bike New Jersey, with the standard 
perks, a free T-shirt, newsletter and action updates. Call Bike 
New Jersey at (201) 635-2211, or e-mail at Bikenj(®aol.com, to 
find out how to join. 


LI: Bike Culture Explosion 

To celebrate National Bike Month and garner support for 
the creation of a comprehensive network of on-street bike lanes 
from Manhattan to Montauk, the Long Island bike advocacy 
group, Paumonok, is holding Bicycle Long Island on Sunday, 
May 2, 1999. The day will include a centennial celebration of 
LI cyclist Charles Murphy’s successful attempt to bicycle a mile 
in less than a minute behind a Long Island Rail Road (LIRR) 
train. 

The celebration will begin at the Farmingdale LIRR sta¬ 
tion and will include the Long Island Expressway service road’s 
newly-signed bicycle route, as well as several rides ranging from 
10 to 100 miles. The rides are free and will begin between 8 am 
and 11 am. See www.bicyclelongisland.org for more. 


Buck-A-Head for Bike Advocacy 

Connecticut Bike Coalition, Transportation Alternatives 
and MassBike have joined together to ask the Boston-New 
York AIDS Ride to be part of a new “Buck-A-Head for Bicycle 
Advocacy” campaign, where bike-a-thons, like the AIDS Ride, 
are being asked to contribute a dollar per rider to support local 
year-round advocacy work. CBC Executive Director Georgette 
Yaindl noted that “good and publicly accessible roads, coopera¬ 
tive law enforcement agencies and municipalities, and informed 
publics,” which benefit the events, are the results of full time 
advocacy work. A dollar per rider contribution would help fund 
bicycle advocacy projects and programs going on in all three 
states. 

Over the last four years, 17 AIDS rides, produced by 
Pallotta Team Works of California, have raised $55 million for 
AIDS charities. Riders raise at least $1500 to participate in the 
event. 

As more and more charity rides spring up, CBC, T.A. and 
MassBike have found themselves helping the rides — providing 
advice, promotion, volunteers, and the like — while time and 
money for much-needed advocacy runs scarce. All three organi¬ 
zations have their own fundraising rides, making helping the 
“competition” an ever more delicate matter. 



Tix Tip > 

Pay tickets promptly 
so you don’t have to 
learn the hard way like 
Lynn Bernstein, a 
Park Slope resident 
who was locked up 
for 26 hours by 
the NYPD 
when two 13- 
year-old out- 
standing 
tickets for 
riding through 
red lights showed up 
on her record. The officers 
frisked her, cuffed her and took 
her to the station in the back of a police 
van. 

The injustice of cyclists being fined the same 
amount as automobiles may make you cringe as you write 
the check, but unless you plan to fight the ticket, pay up on 
time—so it will not bite you in the behind later. 


Spotted a pothole? Street light out? Glass all over your bridge path? Use the DOT'S hotline to report 
problems, make a complaint, or... give a compliment. The number is 212-CALL-DOT (225-5368). 
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Pressure Points 


Bike / Ped Funding 
Disaster Looms in NYC 

TEA-21 Pork Barrel Fest Produces Few Crumbs 
and Abysmal Showing by NYC Government 


Despite the 1998 passage of the Transportation Efficiency 
Act for the 21st Century (TEA-21), the biggest transportation 
bill in U.S. history, New York City bicycle and pedestrian pro¬ 
jects face a dire future. T.A. estimates bicycle, pedestrian and 
traffic calming projects will get only half a penny on the dollar, 
or $65 million, of the $13 billion slated to be spent by trans¬ 
portation and transit agencies in New York City from 1998 to 
2002. Contrast this dismal effort with last July’s detailed request 
by T.A. and a host of leading civic and environmental 
groups asking the transportation agencies to dedicate 
about $200 million (1.5% of trans¬ 
portation funds) to bicycle and 
pedestrian programs. The 
budgeting of Federal trans¬ 
portation funds by NYC, the 
MTA and the State DOT 
has again been marked by 
horse trading and little or 
no planning. The Long 
Range Plan of the New 
York Metropolitan 
Transportation Council 
(NYMTC), which 
includes goals like 
reducing driving and 
a lengthy section on 
bicycle and pedestrian 
improvements, and the 1997 NYC Bicycle Master 
Plan have again been largely ignored. 

The bike/ped funding debacle is largely the fault of New 
York City government. The City DOT and the Mayor’s Office 
have sought a paltry amount of bike/ped funding and have 
wasted scarce Federal funds slated for Congestion Mitigation 
and Air Quality (CMAQ) on computerized traffic signalization 
schemes. Of the $350 million in Federal clean air funds avail¬ 
able during the next four years, the City departments of 
Transportation and Planning have agreed to spend a meager 
10% on bike/ped projects. Furthermore, in order to preserve its 
other Federal transportation funds, the City is meeting its state 
mandated contribution to transit by voting to give the MTA 
60% of all clean air funds. This amounts to $220 million, a 
minuscule portion of the transit agency’s $8.6 billion four-year 
budget, which effectively robs bike/ped projects of their most 
easily accessible funding. 

Overall, not one dime of the billions in Federal transporta¬ 
tion funds granted to NYC is going to bike/ped projects. The 
City DOT’s laudable rhetoric about speed humps — which 


came in response to an onslaught of community requests for 
traffic calming and traffic relief — has not translated into money 
for traffic calming projects. Additionally, the City’s slate of 
bike/ped projects remains pathetically short and underfunded. 

While the City, especially the DOT and Mayor’s Office, 
deserves much of the blame for putting the 
screws to non-motorized travelers, 
the Federal DOT and US 
Environmental Protection Agency 
have sat back and watched local 
transportation agencies skirt 
planning requirements. 

Unfortunately, the State DOT, 
a voting member of the NYC 
Transportation Coordinating 
Committee (NYTCC), has 
acquiesced to schemes to 
limit the bike/ped share of 
clean air funds. The State 
has also seriously damaged 
the Transportation 

Enhancement program, 
another prime source of 
bike/ped funding, by dilut¬ 
ing public participation and 
creating a selection system 
biased against New York City. 

The one positive trend in this whole mess is an effort by 
the State DOT Region 11 office to help fund City Parks 
Department greenway projects near State highways and its 
broad but vague offer to steer more safety funds to bike/ped 
projects. The State DOT deserves credit for these initiatives, 
but it seems unlikely that this is the “transportation revolution” 
Congress had in mind when it created ISTEA and TEA-21. 


Write to Senators Moynihan and Schumer — tell them that 
the billions in Federal transportation money won by them 
is doing very little for New Yorkers who walk and bike. 

Sen. Daniel Moynihan 
464 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
email:senator@dpm. senate.gov 

Sen. Charles Schumer 

229 Dirksen Senate Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20510 
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Subway Renaissance Spurs 
Ridership Explosion 

New Metropolitan Transportation Authority 
figures confirm an explosive growth in subway rider- 
ship. Ridership over the past two years is up by a 
million passengers a day, from 5.2 million in 
December 1996 to a 30-year high of 6.2 million in 
December 1998. The MTA is proud of the increase, 
and credits cleaner subway cars, reduced crime, more 
reliable service and MetroCard discounts for the 
upsurge. The MTA has also announced plans to lay 
500 miles of fiber optic cable by the year 2003 to 
connect electronic message boards, intended to bet¬ 
ter inform riders of arrival times and service changes. 

Because there has been no comparable increase 
in service though, straphangers are a little less 
thrilled with the jump in ridership. Overcrowding is 
now common on many train lines, the worst of 
which, many say, are the IRT’s East Side 4, 5 and 6 
lines. Noting that there have been no new additions 
to the system in 60 years, the Regional Plan 
Association (RPA), a public interest group, recently 
issued its “Metro East” plan, which includes con¬ 
struction of the long-discussed Second Ave. subway. 

An additional train line on the East Side is vital 
because the demolition of the Second Ave. El in 
1947 and the Third Ave. El in 1955 reduced transit 
service and coincided with an explosion of large- 
scale residential construction. In return for the loss 
of the Els, New Yorkers were promised a Second 
Ave. subway, but they have seen little progress since 
the City first drafted plans in 1946 and floated $500 
million in transit bonds in 1951. While some con¬ 
struction was begun, most of the funds for the new 
line went to other transit needs. East Siders thought 
things would improve in 1974, when the City set 
1986 as the target date for completion of the line, 
but then-Mayor Abe Beame excluded the project 
from the MTA’s capital plan, and precarious munici¬ 
pal finances have dashed any hope of new construc¬ 
tion since then. In addition to East Side service, 
RPA’s Metro East also proposes to add service to 
The Bronx, Brooklyn and Queens, including service 
to Jamaica that would complement the proposed 
Manhattan-to-JFK rail link. 

Despite a strong 78% approval rating for a 
Second Ave. subway (according to a February 1998 
Quinnipiac College poll) and the endorsement of 
numerous elected officials, the MTA has shown little 
enthusiasm for Metro East. Unfortunately, MTA 
Chairman E. Virgil Conway, following the lead of 
his predecessors, asked for no expansion money in 
the agency’s new five-year capital plan. For his part, 
the Mayor seems more concerned with the extension 
of the IRT 7 train to a proposed new westsidesports 
stadium. Popular support for major new construction 
is growing, however, and recent comments suggest 
the City’s business community is prepared to back 
Metro East politically and pay for it with increased 
business taxes. T.A. supports RPA in its efforts to 
make Metro East a reality. 


Metropolitan 


New York 


This Highway Ain’t Big Enough 

New York State has applied to the Federal government to turn an 
existing state highway into a new interstate highway, 1-86. The state 
wants to upgrade all of Route 17, from the Pennsylvania border to the 
NY Thruway in Orange County, into 1-86. Currently a four-lane high¬ 
way for most of its length, Route 17 not only has intersections with traf¬ 
fic signals, but also travels through a significant portion of farmland and 
sensitive areas such as the Catskills Mountains. 

The Bronx Talks Transport 

On Feb. 10, over 100 people representing community groups, civic 
organizations and businesses, joined the New York Metropolitan 
Transportation Council (NYMTC), NYSDOT, and other professionals 
to discuss transportation issues affecting The Bronx. The Tri-State 
Transportation Campaign and NYMTC organized “The Bronx Town 
Hall on Transportation” to provide a forum for information sharing and 
dialogue among the borough’s citizens and the agencies responsible for 
directing transportation policy. T.A.’s Ellen Cavanagh gave a presenta¬ 
tion on the Safe Routes to School Program, a project funded by The 
Bronx Borough President’s Office. Safe Routes is currently working with 
30 schools in The Bronx to improve conditions around the schools to 
make walking to and from school safer for students. 


New Jersey 


Warning: Walking May Be Hazardous to Your Health 

Walking in the Garden State was deadlier in 1998 than 1997, with 
pedestrian fatalities reaching 157 from 144, according to preliminary sta¬ 
tistics collected by the New Jersey Department of Law and Public 
Safety. The 9% increase in pedestrian deaths contrasts with a 4.2% 
decrease in total traffic-related deaths, and directly opposes Governor 
Whitman’s stated goal, issued last May, of cutting pedestrian deaths by 
half. Nevertheless, the figure is an improvement over the 1990 - 1998 
average of 174 pedestrian deaths per year, perhaps as a result of modest 
NJDOT spending on municipal pedestrian safety initiatives. The State is 
reviewing the use of Federal safety funds, which, if used properly, may 
achieve the Governor’s hoped-for reduction. 

Building a Bridge to More Sprawl 

Despite growing media attention to the problem of suburban 
sprawl, New Jersey is literally paving the way to more sprawl with the 
expansion of three bridges spanning the Raritan River. Work being done 
on the Driscoll, Edison and Victory bridges would add five new 
through-lanes and nine new shoulder lanes to the 20 lanes that now 
cross the river. Construction would allow more cars to pass to 
Monmouth and Ocean, two of the state’s fastest-growing counties, fur¬ 
ther encouraging ever more car-dependent development. Ignoring the 
sprawl implications of their decisions, regulatory agencies have approved 
the bridge expansions. 

Let Them Stand Up 

Public transit in New Jersey is due to take a hit in Governor 
Whitman’s year 2000 State budget, suffering a funding decrease of $45.2 
million. The spending reduction seems to penalize NJ Transit for its suc¬ 
cess in drawing people out of their cars and onto trains and buses. 
Transit ridership has risen 22% since 1991, and in 1998 NJ Transit 
served 200 million riders, 3.5% more than in 1997 and its seventh con¬ 
secutive annual increase. As a result of funding cuts, the transit system 
will not be able to implement service increases that could ease over¬ 
crowding and lure more residents onto public transportation. 
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Reclaiming the Streets 

Speed Humps Become DOT Priority, 
Get Dail y News Support 


In a February 8 press release, the Mayor’s Office 
announced that the NYC Department of Transportation had 
installed 116 speed humps in 1998, most around schools. 
Interestingly, the DOT highlighted speed humps as one of the 
agency’s five most important accomplishments of the year, 
alongside pothole repair (51,475 filled since July 1, 1998) and 
repaving (478 lane miles during the same period). The Daily 
News endorsed the DOT’s new emphasis on speed humps in a 
February 15 editorial that quoted T.A.’s Susan Boyle as saying, 
“This is what communities are calling for. This is a traffic tool 
that works.” The News credited DOT Commissioner Wilbur 
Chapman for “recognizing that making safe streets [sic] doesn’t 
just refer to crime,” and blasted “cowboy motorists” who “pre¬ 
dictably” complain about the humps. 

The DOT press release and subsequent News editorial 
mark a coming of age for the City’s speed hump program. 
Though the humps are incredibly popular, a relatively small 
number of ill-informed community board officials and turf-con- 


scious politicians have succeeded in slowing their widespread 
introduction. Meanwhile, their complaints bolster some DOT 
traffic engineers who continue to resist their use. Despite these 
obstructionist efforts, the DOT will reportedly install 29 of the 
humps in the next 60 days near neighborhood schools. In 
another sign of progress, The Mayor’s Management Report 
charges the DOT with installing 200 humps in fiscal year 1999, 
which ends July 1, 1999. T.A. joins the Daily News in applaud¬ 
ing the Mayor’s and DOT’s decision to promote the City’s 
speed hump program. 

Write to thank the Mayor and DOT for their promotion of 
speed humps: 

Mayor Rudolph Giuliani Wilbur Chapman 

City Hall Commissioner, NYC DOT 

New York, NY 10007 40 Worth Street 

New York, NY 10013 


Big Win for Little People 



Children at PS 48 in The Bronx community of Hunts 
Point are traveling a safer route to school these days. 
Overwhelming community pressure, including a demonstration 
at The Bronx office of the Department of Transportation in 
December, prompted the agency to install the traffic calming 
recommendations drawn up for PS 48 by The Bronx Borough 
President’s Office’s Safe Routes to School 
program. Those recommendations became 
a focal point for a community plagued with 
chronic, illegal truck traffic and speeding. 

Neighborhood residents were outraged 
after six-year-old Crystal Vargas was killed 
by an illegal truck last summer. Over the 
past nine months, the community has 
fought to have their safety needs addressed 
by the DOT. Their persistence has paid off, 
with: 

•A temporary “paint and bollards” 
median on Spofford Avenue. A permanent 
landscaped curbed median is due by the 
end of spring 1999. 

•Four speed humps, and a commit¬ 
ment to study conditions for a fifth. 

•The reversal of Coster Ave. 

•At least 20 new traffic signs, includ¬ 
ing new high visibility School Crossing 
signs and both positive and negative truck 
route markers. 

•An agreement from the DOT and 
the 41st Precinct to be part of a new Multi- 
Agency Task Force, which will continue to 


work on improving the safety and livability of the neighbor¬ 
hood’s streets. 

•An increase in traffic enforcement by the 41st Precinct, 
including a significantly greater number of summonses for 
speeding, illegal trucks, and passing a stopped school bus. 

E. Cavanagh 


These newly installed bollards and striping work to slow cars and 
discourage truck traffic on Spofford Avenue, near PS 48 in The Bro7ix. 


10 


Transportation Alternatives March/April 1999 








Bronx Speed Hump Challenge 


In response to the DOT’s recent announcement that it will 
resume the popular program of traffic calming speed humps, the 
30 elementary schools involved in The Bronx Borough 
President’s Office’s Safe Routes to School program challenged 
the agency to install the lion’s share of those humps near Bronx 
schools. Their challenge identified the ten Safe Routes schools 
that have presented the DOT with detailed traffic calming pro¬ 
posals but have been waiting since May 1998 for the agency to 
take action. The request echoes a similar one issued to the 
DOT by The Bronx Borough President, Fernando Ferrer. Said 
the Borough President, “On behalf of the schools and the par¬ 
ents participating in the Safe Routes program, and respecting 
the work they have done, I offer a friendly challenge to 
Commissioner Chapman to install speed humps at PS 27, PS 
132, PS 156, PS 73, PS 246, PS 81, PS 36, PS 71, PS 105, and 
PS 103 [by May 1999].” 

With the highest rate of child pedestrian death and injury 
in New York State, The Bronx is the best place for the NYC 
DOT to renew its traffic calming efforts. These Bronx schools 
have done their homework and are in full support of the traffic 
calming devices, making the DOT’s job that much easier. 



It may say bump, but it's really a hump. The Bronx wants more of them. 


Cars Have Had Their Century in 
Central Park 

This year marks the 100th anniversary of the introduction 
of cars to Central Park’s loop drive. On November 13, 1899, 
Parks Commissioner George C. Clausen presented R.A.C. 
Smith with the first official permit allowing a motorist on the 
drive, which was reserved exclusively for touring carriages, 
equestrians, bicyclists and walkers. The idea was that Smith and 
other motorists would use the drive strictly for “recreation.” 


Obviously, this understanding didn’t last long. 

T.A.’s Auto-Free Central Park Campaign is now debating 
how to observe this tragic milestone, a potential opportunity to 
galvanize support for the newly rejuvenated campaign. The 
working plan is to hold some sort of observance in the park this 
summer, but the details are still to be worked out. Your ideas 
and assistance are welcome. Reach the Auto-Free Central Park 
Campaign at (212) 787-PARK or e-mailjudy@mtv.com to help 
out. For more history on the park, check the web at 
www.transalt.org/ campaigns/. 


Downtown Brooklyn Traffic- 
Calming Project Needs You 

Don’t just scream at the traffic — do something about it! 
T.A.’s Brooklyn Committee is gearing up to aggressively partici¬ 
pate in the Downtown Brooklyn Traffic Calming Project, which 
will have its first public meeting in mid-March. T.A. helped win 
funding for this innovative project, in which the local residents 
will help plan traffic-reducing measures for their neighbor¬ 
hoods. Many meetings and forums are expected to follow, so the 


Brooklyn Committee needs your help to ensure that the com¬ 
munity is well represented. Contact the T.A. Downtown 
Brooklyn Team: 

Martha Rowen Andrew McConnell 

martha.rowen@nyu.edu kolmac@worldnet.att.net 

718-834-0268 718-237-1662 

Alan Mukamal (Chair, Brooklyn Committee) 

amukamal@ix.netcom.com 

718-282-1794 


Community Battles Back at 
Mulry Square 

After receiving strongly worded letters from the 
Manhattan Borough President’s Office, Community Board 2 
and other groups, the DOT has agreed not to remove a side¬ 
walk extension at Father Mulry Square in Manhattan. This 
sidewalk extension was the linchpin of the Mulry Square 


Traffic-Calming Plan, which was crafted by the internationally- 
known Project for Public Spaces and approved by the local 
community. T.A. highlighted the issue with our December 
“Human Bollard” demonstration, in which we outlined the pro¬ 
posed extension with people at the intersection of 7th Ave., 
Greenwich Ave. and 11th Street. The DOT should go the next 
step and implement the original community-approved plan in 
its entirety. 


March/April 1999 Transportation Alternatives 11 


Bike Retail Biz Not For Faint-Hearted 



Big signs and big window displays help draw in passers-by. 


By Ron Cauthen 

N o one said it was cheap to do 
business in this city. Rents, 
insurance, wages, advertising, 
taxes — they’re high for 
everyone, including your friendly neigh¬ 
borhood bike shop. How do they stay in 
business? 

“Margins aren’t high,” says Stella 
Buckwalter, owner of Rock & Road in 
Park Slope, Brooklyn. “That’s why it has 
to be done for love, not money.” 

Breaking down the killer cost struc¬ 
ture piece-by-piece, owners cite staffing 
as their biggest headache. 

“It’s hard to find good staff and pay 
them wages that work in the economic 
framework of a NYC shop,” says Richard 
Newman of Toga Bike Shop. “In a small 
city, you can get college grads and pay 
them $8 an hour, ambitious people inter¬ 
ested in a career in outdoor recreation.” 

Charlie McCorkell, owner of Bicycle 
Habitat, knows an experienced bike- 
grease monkey is worth more than a 
small business owner can afford. “It can 
take two years to become a good 


mechanic,” he says, “and the pay can never 
be commensurate with the skill required.” 

With some bikes now costing thou¬ 
sands of dollars, an employee must be 
able to explain the differences 
in tubing, suspension and 
design that justify the cost. 
Good employees must possess 
both mechanical and sales 
abilities. 

Buckwalter thinks bikes 
are so complicated today that 
stores need someone who’s 
“more of an engineer than a 
mechanic,” and knows about 
tensile strength, gearing ratios 
and spoke lengths. As a 
response to the shortage of 
good help, Buckwalter phased 
out assembled bikes and now 
only sells accessories and 
parts. It could be a winning 
strategy, since shops every¬ 


where make the bulk of their profit from 
repairs and accessories. 

“It’s hard if you depend on [selling] 
bikes alone,” Buckwalter says. “People 
buy a bike once, but they can have a clos¬ 
et full of stuff.” 

When that closet needs another 
derailleur or chain tool, small vendors 
hope the customer still values service and 
knowledge and not just the volume avail¬ 
able in chain stores, especially in the 
outer boroughs. Jason De Jesus of Bronx 
Bicycle Center feels threatened by a local 
Toys ‘R Us that sells many childrens, 
BMX and freestyle bikes — all ingredi¬ 
ents in his own retail mix. 

But McCorkell doesn’t fear the large 
chains or big toy stores stocking bikes, 
even with their lower markups. 
(Independent Manhattan bike stores usu¬ 
ally mark up bicycles by 33%.) 

“Buy a bike in a department store — 
there’s no warranty, no follow-up,” he 
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CYCLING ACCIDENT CLAIMS 

Legal Counsel, Representation and Litigation 

"Twenty years of cycling experience has made me painfully 
aware of the injuries caused by road accidents." 

My office represents fellow cyclists who have been injured by careless 
motorists...There is no charge to discuss your legal rights in any 
situation where you have suffered injury or damage. A fee is charged 
when compensation is obtained from the motorist's insurance company. 

For further information and complimentary consultation contact: 

Barton L. Slavin, Esq. 
( 212 ) 233-1010 
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says. “A 16-year-old [making minimum 
wage] will help you choose and size a 
bike. If the chain jumps or the brakes 
squeal, they can’t fix it.” Despite the lack 
of service, big box stores like Toys R Us 
and Walmart now account for over 70% 
of U.S. bike sales. 

Also unlike suburban superstores, 
the local urban bike shop doesn’t have the 
space for rows and rows of bicycle eye 
candy. New York rents squeeze the size of 
their shops and therefore their inventory. 
Even the biggest city shops are confined 
to about 200-300 assembled bicycles at 
one time, De Jesus says. 

High wages and high rents have 
always been with us in New York City, 
but the Internet and catalog blizzard has 
not. Small bike shops are scrambling to 
resist this global onslaught, which has 
made Newman resort to gallows humor. 
“As the grim reaper sweeps the retail 
industry,” he says, “you hope your com¬ 
petitors fall first. But people will always 
want to sit on a bike before buying it, or 
try on helmets and shoes, or get informa¬ 
tion and help from knowledgeable staff.” 
After all, Newman says, New Yorkers 



Charlie McCorkellponders the bike-selling 
business at his SoHo shop. 


shop aggressively, always looking for a 
deal. Some people think they find it in 
catalogs, where the shipping costs can 
total less than the sales tax of a part 
bought in his store. 

Luckily for the traditional store 
owner, many suppliers refuse to sell 
through the Internet or catalogs — they 
realize that keeping bike stores healthy 
serves their own interests. Some products 
require precise fittings found only with 
trained mechanics and salespeople. 

“Recently a customer came in with 
five parts he ordered through a catalog,” 
says De Jesus. “Only one was the correct 
part. The company refused to take them 
back. People see a commercial during a 
race on ESPN and order, say, a shifter. 
The commercial never explained that the 
derailleur also must be the right one or 
they won’t function together. A lot of 
customers end up disappointed.” 

Not minding catalogs as much, 
Buckwalter remarks that people work 
hard for their paychecks. 

“If they can find a better deal 
through a catalog, fine,” she says. “We 
make money building their bike, putting 
on the component.” 

Amazon.com may be crushing your 
local bookstore, and Victoria’s Secret cat¬ 
alogs put a dent in the Main Street lin¬ 
gerie shop, but some vexations are unique 
to the bike business itself, like seasonality. 

“The season is mid-March, if spring 
is early, to the beginning of July,” says De 
Jesus. “There is no Christmas season any¬ 
more, not since the mid-’80s when com¬ 
puters and video games became so popu¬ 
lar.” For some shops, two good weeks in 
May can balance several bad weeks dur¬ 
ing the winter, but during the slower 
months, many store owners cut back on 
store hours, employee hours or even 
resort to layoffs to stay in the black. 
McCorkell, however, has managed to 
carve out a longer buying season, espe¬ 
cially “with all the commuters, tourists, 
bike messengers and residents,” he says. 


Inventory, inventory, inventory! Metro at Canal 
Street offers lots of choices. 

Andrew Kelly, manager and vice- 
president of Metro Bicycles, a 30+-year- 
old retail giant, has learned that business 
can change like the weather itself in his 
seven area stores. “With the warm win¬ 
ters these days, global warming may be a 
good thing,” Kelly says. Maybe climate 
change will bring NYC to the California 
standard of ten good bike-selling months 
a year - as long as there’s a drought. “You 
just hope for not too much rain,” Kelly 
says. “Rain is a killer for bikes.” 

Speaking of unpredictability, New 
York shoppers can be as fickle as they are 
varied. The biggest challenge, says Kelly, 

“is being able to serve the [greatest num¬ 
ber] of people because [there are] so 
many types of people with so many dif¬ 
ferent demands.” That and lots of compe¬ 
tition “keeps us on our toes,” he added. 

If it all seems like too tough a racket, 

De Jesus suggests everyone lighten up. 
Offering good advice to all, De Jesus 
added, “We should promote biking more 
- the fitness and fun part,” he says. “We 
get away from talking about how fun rid¬ 
ing is, how good you feel after a ride.” 

For all the challenges, the shops sur¬ 
veyed are surviving and plan to be around 
for a long time to come — good news for 
all of us. 


BREAK A WA Y COURIER SYSTEMS, INC. 


CLEAN AIR 




> « 


QUIET STREETS 


212 2 W SHOO 



MANHATTAN 

RIGKSHAW 

COMPANY 

Reservations accepted for weekend 
and weekday evening pedicab service 

• Sensible 

• Affordable 

• Magical 


Please 
call (212) 
604-4729 


March/April 1999 Transportation Alternatives 13 













UTO-FREE 




Norway Stops Mailing Itself 

On Jan. 8, Norway banned the con¬ 
struction of large shopping centers out¬ 
side cities for five years in an effort to 
reduce automobile pollution and revive 
ailing downtowns. The ban covers any 
construction or expansion of shopping 
centers with more than 33,000 square 
feet of retail space if the developments 
are in areas that would require most cus¬ 
tomers to travel there by automobile. 

-Philadelphia Inquirer 

The Most Fashionable Car- 
Free City 

On Sept. 22, 1999 Paris will again 
ban cars from the city center for a day, 
and Mayor Jean Tiberi is urging other 
European capitals to follow suit. Paris 
was one of 35 French cities to shut out 
cars for a day last year—although only 60 
km (35 mi) of the city’s 1,600 km (1,000 
mi) of roads were indeed closed. Some 
critics attacked the event as a publicity 
gimmick, saying car-mad France actually 
lags behind some other industrialized 
countries in the use of public transport. 

-Reuters 

Cars Make Good Eatin’ 

Searching for food-filled coolers and 
backpacks, Yosemite National Park’s 
black bears bashed and clawed their way 
into 1,103 vehicles last year, nearly six 
times as many as in 1993. But Yosemite’s 
bears are nothing if not discriminating 
car shoppers; they have learned to zero in 
on models that make particularly easy 
targets. Lately, Honda and Toyota sedans 
are the makes of choice. Once a bear 
strikes paydirt with a particular model, 
word quickly spreads. One night, park 
ranger John Stobinski saw a bear score a 
cache of food by breaking into a red Ford 
Windstar van. For the next few nights, all 
the red Windstars were hit, food or no 
food. The penalty for bears that cause a 
large amount of damage to cars is death. 
Bear “2061,” for example, was hitting up 
to six cars a night and teaching the ropes 
to her two cubs, who later struck out on 
their own. All three received the maxi¬ 
mum sentence — lethal injection. 

—The Wall Street Journal 


A Vintage Idea 

The city of Bordeaux, France, now 
has some 20 bicycles at City Hall for use 
by elected officials and department heads. 
“Very often, officials or bureaucrats go 
about Bordeaux by car, contributing to 
the rise of pollution in the city,” said 
Deputy-Mayor Alain Juppe. “They will 
have at their disposal bicycles...to take 
them to other public offices.” The mayor 
was quick to clarify that he would not 
give up his official Renault, although he 
would try to “be an example as often as 
possible,” by getting around by bike. The 
operation is a complement to downtown 
Bordeaux’s monthly “Sunday without 
Cars.” 

-e-hikes 

The Ultimate Penalty 

In December 1998, a Beijing couple 
were riding home late one night; the wife 
perched on the handlebars as her hus¬ 
band pedaled through the cold night. 
Suddenly, a drunk driver in a Citroen 
bore down on them, killing the wife, 
mother of a seven-month-old, and para¬ 
lyzing the husband from the waist down. 
The driver was found guilty of murder. 
After a higher court denied his appeal, 
the driver was shot to death. In Beijing, 
sources report that drivers have been 
more courteous toward bicyclists of late. 

-e-bikes 

Life in the Fast Lane 

On the theory that New York City’s 
sidewalks are the equivalent of other 
cities’ superhighways, New York magazine 
is proposing the creation of Experienced 
Pedestrian Only (EPO) lanes. “Like 
HOV lanes on the interstates, EPO 
channels would speed workbound com¬ 
muters on their way, allowing Mall of 
America escapees to do their slow-paced 
thing without driving the rest of us 
insane,” the magazine enthuses. An 
intriguing idea, particularly if we could 
expand the EPO lanes into those ineffi¬ 
cient CAR lanes. 

-New York Magazine 


Junkyard in Paradise 

In most of wide-open America, 
thrown-away cars are just that — out of 
sight and out of mind in a junkyard on 
the outskirts of town. Not so in land- 
poor Kauai, Hawaii. The island’s only 
approved wrecking yard shut down four 
years ago. Since then, desperate car-own¬ 
ers have been lining highways, parks and 
dead-end streets with inoperable junkers. 
Local officials estimate as many as 5,000 
trashed autos rust in peace on Kauai, one 
for every 11 of the island’s 56,000 inhabi¬ 
tants. 

-The Wall Street Journal 

Birthing Bike Activism in 
Africa 

US and South African activists orga¬ 
nized the first-ever Critical Mass ride in 
Africa on December 28, 1998. Riding 
reconditioned bicycles, many of which 
were donated and shipped from NYC by 
members of T.A. and the Institute for 
Transportation and Development Policy 
(ITDP), scores of cyclists from townships 
and suburbs rode 10 miles from Soweto, 
through downtown Johannesburg, and 
converged on the steps of City Hall. 
Their demands: bike lanes and signage 
on major commuting routes; bike access 
on commuter rail lines; and legislation to 
protect cyclists from increasingly out-of- 
control motorists. 

Even more cyclists turned out for 
the second ride on January 30, and future 
rides are scheduled for the last Saturday 
of every month. The ride heralded the 
formation of the Bicycle Transport 
Coalition of South Africa (Bike TRaC), 
South Africa’s first national bike com¬ 
muter advocacy organization. For more 
info, visit www.itdp.org. 

Spain, the Smother Country 

The government of Spain is poised 
to amend traffic laws to improve safety 
for cyclists, but cyclists complain they’re 
being overprotected. Under the proposed 
rules, helmets will become mandatory, 
cyclists will have to wear reflective cloth¬ 
ing, and a number of roads will be closed 
to bicycles. 

-Car Busters 
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The Peoples Roadway —1978 

O ne bright summer day in 1978, a group of cyclists, in defiance of 
New York traffic laws, rode their bicycles across an outer lane of the 
Queensboro Bridge and hung a banner that read, ‘Peoples 
Roadway.’ About a year later, the Koch administration opened a 
lane on the bridge that was reminiscent of 1909 when the span was new and its 
pedestrian promenade was a major feature. Next month, however, a new phase 
of rehabilitation will begin on the Queensboro, and the outer lane now used by 
bikes and joggers will revert to automobile use.” 

“It’s discriminatory. Somehow if you are an automobile driver you have 
more rights. The city’s attitude, you don’t count, we can’t be bothered, take the 
subway. Well, why not say that to the drivers,” said Janet Weinberg of 
Transportation Alternatives. 

—The New York Times, June 10,1983 


(Above) A huge banner hangs from the bridge during a 1991 demonstration. 

(Left) Demonstrators attended weekly protests to take back the bike lane in 1991. 
(Right) In 1996, a T.A. demo after the lane was taken for rush hour traffic met with 
hundreds ofNYPD riot officers, who kept demonstrators off the bridge. 


The “Peoples Roadway 99 
Makes Full-Time Return to 
the Queensboro Bridge 


The Department of Transportation has officially 
announced that beginning in September 1999 the North Outer 
Roadway of the Queensboro Bridge will be dedicated solely to 
bicyclists, pedestrians, skaters and other non-motorized travel¬ 
ers. The car-free path is a huge win for bridge users and 
Transportation Alternatives, and comes after decades of struggle 
and broken promises. For T.A., the realization of a dedicated 
bike/walkway closes our longest running advocacy campaign. 
Spanning an era over more than twenty years, hundreds, per¬ 
haps thousands of activists banded together for a single cause. 

The most recent chapter in this epic opened in November 
1996 when the city opened the bike/ped path to Manhattan 
bound traffic. Cyclists and peds using the bridge were forced to 
board a shuttle bus or van during the weekday evening rush, 
(2:30-7:30pm). Bike traffic on the bridge has plummeted 80% 
since the change. The DOT’s action was precipitated by a traffic 
routing fiasco at the Manhattan entrance to the bridge that out¬ 
raged area residents and left politicians scrambling. Since then 
anything to do with bridge has remained politically red-hot. 

The Queensboro Bridge is by far the busiest of the East 
River bridges, carrying more than 200,000 motor vehicles a day 
versus 150,000 on the Brooklyn and 100,000 on the 
Williamsburg. In comparison, about a thousand bicyclists and 

pedestrians use 
the Queensboro 
bike/ped path on 
an average spring 


day. The 
City has 
long point¬ 
ed to this 
disparity as 
a reason for 
allowing 
cars on the 
bike path 
during rush 
hours. Yet, 
this is the 

same faulty logic invoked when new roads are built in order to 
ease traffic congestion. Ultimately, it is pretty simple-if the City 
seriously wants fewer people driving and more cycling it must 
encourage cycling and discourage driving. 

The City faces additional considerations on path issues. 
First is the Surface Transportation Act of 1980 and subsequent¬ 
ly ISTEA and TEA-21, which require that Federally funded 
bridge projects cannot sever existing bike/ped “access.” This law 
has guaranteed at least some kind of bridge path. However, 
“access” has been interpreted elsewhere to mean a bus shuttle 
service at certain times of day. With the completion of construc¬ 
tion, the City can no longer cite allowing cars on the path as a 
temporary measure. Whatever the reason, T.A. welcomes the 
new path and the City’s Department of Transportation’s 
commitment to it. 


“Sec. 4 . The said bridge, when completed, shall be and become a public highway for the purpose of rendering travel between the 1 
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Tales 

In 1979 cyclists and 
pedestrians were granted 
exclusive use of the 8 to 11 
foot wide South Outer 
Roadway. But whenever 
major construction was done 
elsewhere on the bridge, traf¬ 
fic was diverted onto the 
roadway. In June 1990, bicy¬ 
clists and pedestrians were 
required during the evening 
rush period to use a slow and 
unreliable van service and 
eventually an escort car that 
was often delayed by traffic. 
At the time, T.A. surveyed 
cyclists and pedestrians using the bridge and found that most 
chose to risk their lives riding with traffic rather than endure 
interminable delays. One of the frustrated cyclists using the 
bridge was Delphine Taylor, a magazine writer and editor: 

“John and I lived in Astoria and hiked to work in 
Manhattan because we were far from the subway. One day, 
without warning, there was car traffic on the bike path. We 
found ourselves riding on a metal grid, 8 to 11 feet wide, with 
cars blowing past us at 30 to 40 mph, and we’d have about two 
feet between the bridge railing and the fender of a car. The goal 
was to get off the bridge as fast as possible. 

Sometime that summer, we began seeing signs saying 
‘Fight the bridge closing.’ So, at TA’s annual picnic in Queens 
Bridge Park we volunteered to help organize demonstrations on 
the bridge. Initially, we had about 30 people. Our first strategy 
was to block traffic entering the South Outer Roadway from the 
Manhattan side. It was both fun and miserable. We were has¬ 
sled by the police, threatened by motorists, deafened by traffic, 
and choked by diesel fumes. So we decided instead to turn the 
demonstrations into a slow walk-ride across the bike path. The 
plan was to take an hour and a half—from 5:30 until 7—to 
cross the roadway, with traffic of course backing up behind us. 
We had a wonderfully mixed group of people. It was amazing 
how many people would come week after week, even when it 
rained, and got darker in the fall. 

We’d always stop in the middle of the bridge and say, “Take 
a look, isn’t this the most fantastic sight?” We’d see the river 
flowing 300 feet below us and Manhattan’s sky line stretching 
out all the way to downtown. All the people speeding by on the 
inner roadway were missing it, and those laying on their horns 
behind us were just too pissed off to appreciate it. We really felt 
privileged. There was a lot of singing, we had a Queensboro 
Bridge song, and people would take turns telling stories. 

The police and the DOT started to notice us, obviously, 
but for some reason they tolerated us. Enough so that we staged 
20 demonstrations in 1990 and another ten the next year. 
Eventually, we decided to stage arrests to attract media atten¬ 
tion. Six people volunteered ahead of time to be arrested.” The 
arrests took place on the 20th demonstration, October 22, 1990. 

The case of the “QB6” came to trial in March 1991. The 
presiding criminal court judge, Laura Safer-Espinoza, issued a 



from the Front Lines 

historic decision that for the first time upheld the use of a 
“moral necessity” defense in a New York court. The judge also 
sharply criticized the city and DOT for restricting bicycle and 
pedestrian access. 

For three-and-a-half years—between 1993 and November 
1996—cyclists and pedestrians regained exclusive access to the 
South Outer Roadway. 

In November 1996, claiming a “traffic emergency,” Mayor 
Giuliani banned cyclists and walkers from the Queensboro 
Bridge during peak use period of 3 pm to 8 pm. T.A. Executive 
Director John Kaehny recalls: 

“Despite multiple promises that the bridge would remain 
car-free, DOT announced cars would once again take the bike 
path from 3pm to 8pm. So we had a demo - 300 cyclists, 200 
riot cops. I talked on the phone to Deputy Mayor Rudy 
Washington and told him all we wanted was to cycle and walk 
across the South Outer Roadway, and that there potentially 
could be 100s of pointless arrests that would make the Mayor 
look bad. He called back with Mayor Giuliani right next to him 
and the Mayor said ‘you will be arrested if you step on the 
bridge.’ The cops had their plastic handcuffs out on display. So 
instead we rode up to Grade mansion and had an impromptu 
Critical Mass Ride. It was great fun. After eight, my feet were 
solid lumps so I went home. A friend and about 30 other 



cyclists crossed the Queensboro bike path to Queens, and found 
50 motorcycle cops from the Queens riot squad waiting for 
them. It was about nine o’clock and nobody had told them to go 
home. It was freezing and the cops had been there since two in 
the afternoon. They said, ‘If we take you back to Manhattan, 
will you go home?’ and the cyclists said ‘yeah, we’re freezing.’ 
So the cops escorted them straight back to Manhattan on the 
inner roadway, sirens screaming.” 

In December, T.A. filed suit to gain an injunction against 
the roadway closing, arguing that by changing the status of the 
bicycle lane without notice or public comment, the city had vio¬ 
lated the City Administrative Procedure Act. T.A. lost. 


the boroughs of Manhattan and Queens safe and certain at all times.” From the City Record, Wednesday, January 3,1900, p. 28 ... 
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Commuter of the Month 


Shannon Slon Simon 

Name: Shannon Sion Simon 

Age: “I never tell, but I love when people guess younger...” 

Job: Acting Director of Visitor Services, 

Museum of Television & Radio 
Neighborhood: Upper West Side. 

Years Commuting: 10 

T.A. Member Since? Yesterday. 

Your first bike? I’ve been riding since I was six years old, having 
learned in a back lane behind our house in Forest Hills on a 
folding paratrooper’s bike. My father found the bike in an 
Army-Navy store and bought it for my birthday. My current 
bike is also a folder - the smallest Dahon they make. 

Your commute? It takes about 25 minutes, 3 1/2 miles each way. 

I come down from 108th and Riverside Drive, on Broadway to 
52nd Street. This is the safest route since people on Broadway 
are used to surprises. 

Where do you park? I fold my bike and put it under my desk. 
My building’s policy is no bikes, but I have convinced them 
that, without my bike, I won’t come to work. I also use my bike 
to get anywhere I need to be in the city during the day and 
argue with people to let me bring the bike in wherever I’m wor¬ 
ried it could be stolen. If that doesn’t work, I lock it with a 
Kryptonite 4 lock. 

Biking advantages? Getting there faster than the bus and the 
train, mostly. I love being outdoors, but I must be inside all day, 
so it’s lovely to get a whiff of air and to see the sights to and 
from. Taxi and bus drivers are so polite to me. I get an occasion¬ 
al jerky cab driver who ignores my rights as a biker, but 99 per¬ 


cent are my heroes. 
Once I was even 
kindly reprimanded 
by a cab driver who 
got out with tears 
in his eyes and 
explained that I 
shouldn’t have just 
pulled out from 
behind that bus 
without looking. 
He was so fright¬ 
ened and he made 
me more careful. I 
thanked him for his 



concern. 


Most humorous moment? I was riding down Central Park West 
one morning, returning from some errand, and a messenger got 
off his bike and asked me, “Where’s your umbrella, Mary 
Poppins?” That’s happened a few times! People stare at the bike 
because it looks like a circus vehicle with its very small wheels 
and me sitting up so high. 

Besides commuting.. ? I use my bike to run errands. I drag tons 
of groceries home; and go to doctor and dentist appointments. I 
would rather ride than walk. Three or four times a week, my 
English springer spaniel and I take his walk from my bike. 

Tips? Always expect the unexpected. At night I always ride with 
three flashing lights. I also prefer not to ride in snow or rain - 
drivers have too much to worry about, and I’d rather not be one 
of their mistakes. 



swift folder 


BICYCLE 

HABITAT 

Get Your Wheels Done by Habo's Expert Wheel Builders! 


15 % DISCOUNT 

on any item in the store 

You MUST bring this ad and your T.A. 
membership card to get the discount! 
Expires 4-30-99. 


244 Lafayette Street 
b/w Spring & Prince NYC 
212-431-3315 

“NEW YORK'S BEST BIKE SHOP' - NEW YORK MAGAZINE 
WWW.BICYCLEHABITAT.COM 


%. 
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Bikes and Business 


Brooklyn Brewery 

Business: Brooklyn Brewery 
Brand Manager: Jim Pickett, 34 
Neighborhood: Williamsburg 

How do you use bikes in your business? I started a program at 
Brooklyn Brewery that allows our sales force to ride bikes on 
the job. We started with four Trek 930s, used mostly in 
Manhattan. So far, nine employees have bought them using a 
discount from Trek and a local retailer, Metro Bikes. 

How do the employees use them? It’s up to the individual. Some 
of the employees work only at the brewery and cycle to work. In 
the field, the sales reps bicycle to meet clients. These reps average 
two days a week on the bikes — they don’t ride on days they have 
to dress up, like for appointments at hotels and fancy restaurants. 
We’ve also outfitted the bikes with racks and panniers. Reps carry 
a cell phone and an electric organizer, and often we’re making de¬ 
liveries, like tap handles or promotional items. So everything goes 
in the saddlebags. The Treks have Kryptonite locks, but it’s safer 
to wheel the bike right inside. Luckily, none of our bikes have 
been stolen. 

How do clients react? They think it’s pretty cool. 

What gave you the idea? I found that subways weren’t always re¬ 
liable, and taxis were expensive. While traveling I noticed that 
Seattle police officers were on bikes. You can cover more ground 
more easily on a bike. Since I also inline skate, I considered that 
option too, but they take more exertion. On a bike you can take it 
easy, not get too sweaty, and still move pretty fast. It’s a great way 
to get some exercise on the job. And after account maintenance 
the night before, it’s a good way to work off the effects. 



Jim Pickett and Sam Merritt, Brooklyn Brewery’s cycling sales team, 
visit clients on their Trek bikes — samples are carried in the panniers. 


Do beer and biking mix? Definitely not — we never drink on the 
job. Even casually, I highly discourage that sort of thing. All your 
senses must be alert to bike in this city. 

Are the sales reps doing this in all the boroughs? No, several ride 
in Manhattan, but our accounts in the outer boroughs are too 
spread out. 

What's the best thing about biking on the job? You have a lot 
more mobility and flexibility. On one route, using a bike knocked 
off two hours. 

Worst thing? It can be dangerous, and there’s a big risk of theft. 

Any biking improvements you'd like to see for the city? More 
bike lanes. It’s nice to know you have that safety zone, even 
though cars don’t always pay attention to them. 

*Visit Brooklyn Brewery for tastings and tours every Saturday* 


Q: How do you score cool stuff like a Bike NY t-shirt, 
coffee, bagels, lunch, party invites, and help 
spread the word about Transportation 
Alternatives all at the same time? 

A: Join the Transportation Alternatives Bike NY 
Marshal Team on May 2,1999! 



BikeNY, sponsored by American Youth Hostels, 

* attracts 30,000 cyclists to ride the roads of the 
M five boroughs... 

f What better time to show your T.A. colors? 

' , To join the team (and yes, marshals ride 
% free) call Sharon atT.A.: 212-629-8080. 

j,,.. P.S.: You can also skip the ride, and hang with 
T.A. at the finish. (Plenty of snacks, plenty of fun as 
always!) Call Sharon for details. 

For details on the ride itself, see www.bikenewyork.org. 
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CYCLING 

ACCIDENT 

CASES 


All Personal Injury and Accidents 

Trial Attorney/Cyclist 

"...a bike-savvy lawyer" 

— Mountain Bike magazine. May 1998 

Protecting the Rights 
of Injured Cyclists 

Law Offices of 

Robert S. Fader 

1-800-796-5657 cyclelaw@aol.com 
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Volunteer of the Month 
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Judy Ross 

Name: Judy Ross Age: 34 

Occupation: Database Administrator 
Neighborhood: Upper West Side 
T.A. Member Since: 1997 
Volunteer Activity: Auto-Free Central Park campaign 
Why did you join T.A.? I eased into the biking 
community slowly, starting with a Time’s Up 
Moonlight Ride through Central Park about four 
years ago. Then I joined the Five Borough Bike 
Club to go on longer trips. After I started com¬ 
muting to work on my bike, I recognized the 
need to be a part of an organization like T.A. 

How about the Central Park Campaign? The Auto-Free Central Park 
Campaign is a personal mission for me. Between running and walking my 
dogs, I average two or three hours a day in the park. I moved to New York 
City six years ago, and I’ve been incredibly frustrated over how we are 
squandering our beautiful park by turning it into a highway 16 hours a day, 
five days a week. Last May, I found out T.A. was resurrecting their cam¬ 
paign against cars in the park and signed up. 

What's the committee's mission? Our ultimate goal is to eliminate cars from the 
Central Park loop drive (except for emergency, police, and handicapped vehicles 
and other special cases). Our short-term goals are increased car-free hours, closing 
more park entrances and a trial closing of the park to cars during the summer. 
Latest news? We’ve been invited to the Manhattan Borough Board 
meeting with Borough President C. Virginia Fields, the City Council 
and community board members. We’re also trying to build a coalition of 
support from park users, bicycle and skating clubs, running groups, bird 
watchers, and children’s safety organizations. 


Last year, campaign volunteers collected signa¬ 
tures. What was the general reaction? It was 

great. The strong support was invigorating. 
People would line up to sign postcards — some¬ 
times we felt like Lucy and Ethel trying to keep 
up at the candy factory! Runners would try to 
run in place while signing their names. We got a 
lot of sweaty signatures. Young kids’ faces would 
really light up when I’d ask them if they wanted to 
sign a card also. It was wonderful watching par¬ 
ents wait patiently while their children carefully 
signed their name to a postcard to the mayor. 

Even with all the letters and postcards isn't it tough to sway politicians? 
Most politicians we’ve talked to so far have been neutral — not vehemently 
against making Central Park car-free, but not willing to endorse the idea 
either. (We are presenting postcards to Borough President Fields at the 
end of February so., .stay tuned.) 

How did cars come to be allowed on the park drives? The 100th anniver¬ 
sary of the day cars first invaded Central Park is coming up in November. 
[T.A. Board Member] Ken Coughlin wrote a terrific essay, which was pub¬ 
lished in the NY Times in 1994, about the day cars were first allowed to 
drive on the loop road. It’s on the T.A. website at www.transalt.org/cam- 
paigns/cpark/times.html. 

Cajole Others to join the crusade: Please, please, please! Auto-Free Central 
Park is a great campaign to get involved with. The hotline to help out is 
212-787-PARK. Once we make the park car-free it’ll really make a differ¬ 
ence in the quality of life for Manhattanites. It’ll be a terrific legacy to 
leave your children and grandchildren. 
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Shop Directory 

Visit Your Local Bike Shop! 



Thanks to all the shops below who support T. A. by offering our members a discount on purchases. Letters 
following store names indicate which items are discounted. Be sure to bring your T.A. membership card. 


A: Accessories 
B: Bicycles 
C: Clothing 
P: Parts 
R: Repairs 
S: Skates 
X: Bike Rentals 
*: No Discount 
on Sale Items 


MANHATTAN 

A Bicycle Shop 10% ACRP 349 W 14 St 
ANewGen Bikes *10% ABCR 832 9 Av 
Bicycle Habitat 81/4% ACR 244 Lafayette 
Bicycle Renaissance 8% ACRP 430 Columbus 
Bikeworks at Hub Station *10% PBX 81 E 3rd 
Canal St Metro 10% ACPR 417 Canal 
City Bicycles *10% ACPRB 508 9th Ave 
C n' C Bicycle Works 8% ABCPRS 1101 1 Av 
Conrad's Bike Shop 8% ACRP 25 Tudor City PI 
Different Spokes 8% ACP 240 7 Av 
Emey's Bike Shop 10% ABS 141 E 17 St 
Frank's Bike Shop 10% APR 553 Grand St 
Gotham Bike Shop 10% ACPR 116 W Broadway 
Larry & Jeff's *10% ACPR 1690 2nd Av 
Larry & Jeff's *10% ACPR 3rd Av b/w 79th & 80th 
Metro Bicycle Store *10% ACPR 1311 Lexngtn Av 
14 St Metro Bikes *10% ACPR 332 E 14 St 
Midtown Bicycle *10% ACPR 360 W 47 St 
New York Cyclist *10% ACPR 300 W 110 St 
96 St Metro Bikes *10% ACPR 231 W 96 St 
Sid's Bike Shop *8% ABCPR 235 E 34 St 
Sixth Ave Bicycles *10% ACPR 546 6 Av 
Toga Bike Shop 10% ACPR 110 West End Av 
Tread Bike Shop *10% ACPR 225 Dyckman St. 
Victor's Bike Repair 8% ABR 4125 Broadway 
Village Wheels *10% ABCPRS 63 E 8 St 
BROOKLYN 

Ace Cycles 10% ABCPR 1116 Coretelyou Rd 
Arnold's Bicycles 10% ACPR 4220 8 Av 


Bath Beach Cycles 10% ABCPR 2156 Bath Av 
Bay Ridge Bike 10% ACPRS 8916 3 Av 
Bicycle Land 10% ACR 424 Coney Island Av 
The Bike Shop 10% ACPR 240 Smith St 
Brooklyn Bicycle Center10% ABCPR 715 Coney Isl.Av 
Brooklyn Heights Bike 10% ACPR 278 Atlantic Av 
Dixon's *8% ABCPR 792 Union St 
Dyker Bike Store 8% ACPR 1412 86 St 
Ferrara Cycle 8% ABCPRS 6304 20 Av 
Larry's Cycle Shop 5% ABCPRS 1854 Flatbush Av 
On The Move 10% ACPS 400 7 Av 
Open Road Cycles 10% ACPR 256 Flatbush Av 
P & H Bike 10% ABCPRS 1819 Coney Island Av 
R&A Cycles 10% ACP 105 5 Av 
Roy's Sheepshead 10% ACP 2679 Coney Island Av 
Sizzling Bicycles 8% ACPSRX 3100 Ocean Pkwy 
Verrazano Bicycle Shop 10% ACPR 8717 3rd Ave 
BRONX 

Bronx Bicycle Discount *10% ACPR 912 E.Gun Hill Rd 
Eddie's Cycle 5% A10% P 2035 Grand Concourse 
Neighborhood Cycle 10% ABCPR 571 Courtlandt Av 
Sid's Bike Shop 8% ACPRS 215 W 230 St 
Westchester Bike 10% ABCPRS 2611 Westchester 
QUEENS 

Astoria Bicycle 8% ABCPR 35-01 23 Av 
Bellitte Bicycle *10%ABCPR 169-20 Jamaica Av 
Bike Stop 8% ACPRS 37-19 28 Av 
Bill's Cycles 10% 63-24 Roosevelt Av 
Bill's Ozone Park 15%AP 10%B 108th St & Liberty 
Buddy's 10% ACPR 79-30 Parsons Blvd 

Shops interested in joining the program should 
contact Sharon at T.A.: 212 - 629 - 8080 . 


Cigi Bicycle Shop 10% C 42-20 111 St 
Cigi I110% C 91-07 37 Av 
Grand Bicycle Center 10% BR 70-13 Grand Av 
Gray's Bicycles 8% ABCPR 82-34 Lefferts Blvd 
Queens Discount Bike *10%ACPR 92-64 Queens Blvd 
LONG ISLAND 

Bikehampton *10%AP 36 Main St., Sag Harbor 
The Kreb Cycle 10% ACPR 10 Bell St, Bellport 
Valley Stream Bike 10% ACPR 95 E Merrick Rd 

WESTCHESTER 

Danny's Cycles *10% ACPX (Scarsdale) 644 Central 
Av Pelham Bicycle Center 15% APC 109 Wolfs Ln 

NEW JERSEY 

Academy 10% ABCPS (Palisades Park) 54 Grand Av 
Amber Cyclery 10% ACPR (Teaneck) 764 Palisade Av 
Bikemasters 10% ABCPR (Engelwood)l 1 Bennett Rd 
Bike Shop 10% ACP (Saddlebrook) 108 Rt 46 
Bikeworks *10%ACP (Rochelle Park) 383 Rochelle Av 
Clifton Speed 10% ABCPRS (Clifton) 1074 Main Av 
Cranford Bike *10% ABCPRS (Cranford) 103 N Union 
Marty Reliable 10% ACP (Morristown) 173 Speedwell 
RG's Bicycle 10% CP (Bayonne) 890 Bway 
Rte 15 Bike 10% ABCPRS (L. Hopatcong) State Hwy 15 
Somerville Cyclery *15% ACP (Somerville) 34 E Main St 
Strictly Bicycles 10% ARCP (Fort Lee) 521 Main St 
S.D.S. Bicycle Shops *10% ABCPR (Jersey City) 351 
Palisade Ave & (Cliffside Park) 674 Anderson Ave. 
Tenafly Bike Workshop 10% ACPR 175 Country Rd 

Donate your old bike or parts to Recycle-A- 
Bicycle. Call 212-260-7055 to coordinate a 
drop-off at one of the R-A-B sites. 


SKATE SHOPS 

Mercury Skate Shop at Hub Station *8% ACRPS 81 E. 3rd St. 


LAW OFFICE OP 

ADAM D. WHITE, ESQ. 

THE CABUS BtnLDQCO 
611 BROADWAY, HUTIE 317 
FEW YORK, HEW TORY 10012 

TEL: {21^475-4760 
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Many local transit companies offer bike access. 
Always call ahead, and always be courteous. 

Trains 

Amtrak —800-872-7245, www.amtrak.com; bicycles travel only in 
baggage cars. Not all trains offer baggage service/have baggage cars. You may 
put your bike on an earlier train and pick it up when you arrive. Bicycles 
must be boxed, $5 fee each way. Roll-on service (no box needed) at most 
stops on “Vermonter” and “Adirondack” trains — call for reservations. 

Long Island Rail Road —718-558-8228 or www.mta.nyc.ny.us; need permit: 
pick one up at Penn or Grand Central Stations. $5 one-time fee. Collapsible 
bikes ok without permit. Same rules as Metro-North, except summer season 
weekend trains have serious restrictions—see permit for details. 

Metro North —212-532-4900; need permit, pick one up at Grand Central 
Station, window #27. $5 one-time fee. No bikes during rush hours (call for 
times for your station) and on several holidays. Limit 2 bikes per car, 8 per 
train, except special bike trains. Groups of 4 or more must call ahead. Bikes 
ok all weekends. Port Jervis line- get NJ Transit pass. 

New Jersey Transit —201-491-9400; need permit for train, no bikes on buses. 
Permit is free at Penn Station, at Track 10 in Hoboken, or by phone or 
www.njtransit/state.nj.us/bikeperm.htm. Collapsible bikes always permitted. No 
regular bikes during am rush hours to NY and pm rush hours to NJ. No bikes 
on some holidays. Bring two bungee cords to secure bike. 

NY Transit (Subway) —Bikes permitted at all times; be considerate 6c use 
ends of train cars. A few stations’ gates limit bike exit/entry at times. 

PATH —800-234-PATH/201-216-6247; permit not required. No bikes 6- 
9:30am, 3-6:30pm weekdays, l-7pm Sat. No restrictions Sun. and Holidays. 
SEPTA —(Philadelphia)—215-580-7800; Bikes permitted on regional rail, 
Norristown, Market-Frankford, Broad St. lines. Off peak travel only. 

Buses 

Academy —212-971-9054,212-962-1122; serves Jersey Shore. No charge. 
Adirondack/Pine Hill Trailways —800-858-8555; No fee, travels in luggage 
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Bikes Aboard 

bay if space available, must be boxed or bagged (supply your own) and cannot 
exceed 8”x32”x60”. No guarantee that a connecting carrier will accept it. 

Asbury Park —212-971-9054; No charge, call for restrictions. 

Bonanza —212-947-1766; national; S3 per bicycle, travels in luggage bay. 
Carey Transport —No bikes. 

Greyhound —800-231-2222; national service. Must provide your own box, 
travels in the luggage bay. All connections accept the bike boxed. $10 each 
way fee, regardless of connections. 

Hampton Jitney —800-936-0440; serves the Hamptons. $10 per bicycle, 
travels in luggage bay. 

Liberty Lines —No bikes. 

LI Bus —No bikes. 

MTA —718-445-3100; Seasonal on QBx 1, runs over Whitestone Bridge. 
Martz Trailways —800-233-8604; serves Philadelphia, Poconos. No fee, but 
provide your own box. 

Miami Express —212-781-7954; serves Jacksonville, Orlando, Miami. 
Collapsible or boxed bikes only, $0.50 per pound. 

Olympia Trails —212-964-6233; No fee, call for details. 

Peter Pan —800-343-9999; No fee, travels in luggage bay, take off front wheel. 
Red &Tan Lines —No bikes. 

Short Line —800-631-8405; Hudson River Valley. No fee, but now requires 
bikes to be in canvas bag or box. 

Sunrise Coach Lines —516-477-1200; $10 per bike, travels in luggage bay. 
Trailways —800-858-8555; no fee, must provide your own box or bag. 

Ferries 

Delta Water Shuttle —800-933-5935; to LaGuardia Airport. 

Express Navigation —800-262-8743; $3 fee: Pier 11: Manhattan to 
Highlands, NJ; Atlantic HighlandO, NJ; and Bay Ridge Brooklyn. 

Harbor Shuttle —888-254-RIDE; Bikes OK always, no fee. 

Fire Island Ferries —no bikes on ferries, must use infrequent cargo boat. 
New York Waterways —800-533-3779; Bikes OK always, $1 fee, limit 2 
bikes on most runs. No bikes on Port Imperial- Weehawken and Wall Street. 
New York Fast Ferry —800-NYF-NYFF; Bikes OK always, no fee. 

NY Water Taxi —no bikes allowed. 

Staten Island Ferry —718-815-BOAT; no extra charge, enter on Lower Level. 
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Joyride #29 


East River Victory Lap 

by Clarence Eckerson, Jr. 


I t’s time to celebrate some recent monumental victories T.A. has won for 
cyclists in New York. We’ve strung together three here along with a few 
stops at other prime vantage points of NYC along the East River in this 
13-mile ride. 

Starting at the South Street Seaport, you’ll glide along the South Street 
bike path, a newly-completed segment of the future East River Greenway. Next 
,the grand opening of the new Willie B bike path awaits you (thanks to all 
those letters from T.A. members!). And finally, at ride’s end you’ll experience 
the joy of riding over the QBB on the future, 24-7, ped/bike-only North Outer 
Roadway! 

In between, there are some must-see rest stops. Nestled in the shadow of 
the Willy-B lies a quaint blip of green called Grand Ferry Park. A few miles 
yonder in Queens, bask in the sunshine at a pair of elegantly rebuilt piers, 
which rise between 49th and 51st Aves in Hunters Point. And, of course, what 
would a trip to the waterfront be without a sojourn to the mischievous outdoor 
art expo known as Socrates Sculpture Park? (see right) 
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Pier 17/South Street Seaport. Proceed north two blocks and enter the South Street bike path. 

Continue north on South Street and go under FDR. Use sidewalk to East River Park. Stick to the waterfront. 
Immediately on park path under Williamsburg Bridge. Use FDR ped overpass to Delaney Street. 

Head towards FDR Access road and take a Right. Then Right on Grand St. 
on Clinton 

on Delaney. Ahead are the stairs to the brand spankin' new Willie B bike path! 

off path then quick Left on South 5th Street. /D , , r , •, , , , ± 

r n (Below) Local residents have carved out a 

i/ n + x 

on l\eni r rfuge on the Williamsburg waterfront 

on Grand to visit Grand Ferry Park. Reverse back out. Left on Kent. with South Ferry park. 

Kent becomes Franklin 
on Eagle 

on the Pulaski Bridge bike path, 
on Jackson. Becomes 51st Avenue, 
on 2nd Street 

on 50th Ave/becomes Center Blvd/becomes 
48th Ave. Don't miss the piers! 
on Vernon Blvd 

into Socrates Sculpture Park (just past 
Costco.) When leaving take a Right, going 
back the way you came on Vernon Blvd. 
on 36th Avenue 
on Crescent 

over the QBB Bike Path to Manhattan. 


WALKS 

march/april 

Sat Mar. 13 Radical Walking Tour. Chelsea- 
Ladies Mile Tour. Meet 1 pm front of Chelsea Hotel 
222 W 23rd St. 2.5 hrs/$10. (718) 492-0069 
Sat Mar. 20 The Shorewalker. Historic Lower 
Manhattan & Brooklyn. Lunch at South St. 
Seaport. About 7-8 mi. Meet 11am in front of 


Trinity Church. $3. Sally Adams (212) 421-5574. 

Sat Mar. 27 Radical Walking Tour. Greenwich 
Village-Focus on the 1910's and 1960's. Meet 1pm 
next to the arch in Washington Square Park. 3.5 
hrs/SIO. (718) 492-0069. 

Sun Mar. 28 The Shorewalker. Boardwalk to 
Seagate. Bring snack and drink (Russian meal 
optional). Meet at Ocean Pkwy, street level, SE 
corner. Call Judy & Marty Mahler for time. (718) 
692-2854. 

Sun Apr. 4 The Shorewalker. Peak Cherry 
Blossoms in Branch Brook Park. Call Lynn Albin 
to confirm. $3. (917)874-7505. 


Sun Apr. 4 Radical Walking Tour. Lower East 
Side-Radical Jews. Meet at 1pm at the East 
Broadway stop on the F train. 3 hrs/$10. (718) 492- 
0069. 

Sun Apr. 18 Radical Walking Tour. Harlem. Meet 
1pm in front of 306 Malcolm X Blvd. (formerly 
Lenox Ave.), at the corner of 125th St. 3.5 hrs/$10. 
(718) 492-0069. 

Sat Apr. 24 The Shorewalker. West Side Ramble. 
5 mi. Meet 10am on steps of US Post Office at 8th 
Ave. and 32nd St..Matt Raship (516) 466-8673. 

Sat May 1 The Shorewalker. The Great Saunter 
Around Manhattan. 32 mi. For info (212) 352-9330. 
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A note regarding 5BBC training rides: 

Tough training for the Montauk century! Six rides 
start from Manhattan's Plaza Hotel, on 59th St. & 
5th Ave.; others start from the Queens' 
Cunningham Park (Union Turnpike & 196th St.) 
parking lot (F train to last stop, then ride left on 
Midland Pkwy, left on 188th St., right on Union 
Turnpike, then 196th St.). Two pace groups per 
ride. Regular group (12-15mph on flat terrain), 
steady pace, with short compression breaks and 
lunch. Quick Spin - much faster, but not racing 
speed and no pacelines. Cuesheets for each ride, 
varying degrees of toughness. Bikes in good 
working order only! Bring water, medical ID, 
patch kit, first aid kit, spare tube(s), some tools, 
LIRR bike permit, train fare, phone card. 
ATBs/hybrids/etc. okay, as long as they can main¬ 
tain at least 12 mph on flatterrain. 


Sat Mar. 6 Bronx Zoo: Sea Lions & Norway Rats. 
Bring strong lock(s), $ for lunch, admission, possi¬ 
ble souvenirs. Helmets req. 20 flat mi. with 
bridges. Meets 9:30am, Plaza Hotel. 5BBC. 

Sun Mar. 7 Training Ride #2: Sands Pt. Climb 
Nassau. Regular & fast groups. Helmets reqd. 35 
hilly mi. Meets 9:30am, Cunningham Pk. 5BBC. 

Sun Mar. 7 Bklyn Residential Tour: Explore quiet 
Brooklyn. Bring lock, snack or$. Helmets reqd. 25 
mi., mostly flat. Meets 9:30am, Prospect Park, 
Picnic House. 5BBC. 

Sat Mar. 7 Columbia Criterium: There are 
women's, open and master's competitions and the 
collegiate race. A fun spectator sport if you're not 
up for the big leagues just yet. Grant's Tomb on 
Riverside Dr. @120th St. 9am? 

Sat Mar. 13 Lazy River: Bx. journey with 6 
stopovers of Hudson sights. Helmets reqd. 20 
easy-paced mi., with (slow) hills. Meets 10:30am, 
Van Cortlandt Pk. 5BBC. 

Sun Mar. 14 Training Ride #3: Tappan. Roll on Rt. 
505 near state border at Northvale. Regular & fast 
groups. Helmets reqd. 45 hilly mi. Meets 9:30am, 
Plaza Hotel. 5BBC. 

Sun Mar. 14 Gateway Getaway: A Rockaway 
Greenway Excursion. Explore greenways to 
Canarsie Pier & historic Floyd Bennett Field. 
Helmets reqd. 30 mi., mostly flat. Meets 9:30am, 
Prospect Pk. Picnic House. 5BBC. 

Sat Mar. 20 T.A. Joyride #29: East River Victory 
Lap. Meet at 11 am at Pier 17 near South St 
Seaport. See pg 24 for details. 

Sat Mar. 20 Training Ride #4: Glen Cove. Regular 
& fast groups. Helmets reqd. 50 hilly mi. Meets 
9am, Cunningham Pk. 5BBC. 

Sun Mar. 21 Erin Go Bike. Join Irish rovers across 
the bogs of Queens for an emerald lunch stop. 
Wear green! Helmets reqd. 27 mi. Meets 10am, 
Cunningham Park. 5BBC. 

Sun Mar. 21 Hudson: Up the Westchester side of 
the Hudson, then across the Bear Mountain 
Bridge. No pacelining, road bikes welcome, mod¬ 
erate pace, lots of hills, bring food and drink, 


/ a p r i I 

about 103 mi. round trip. Shawn and Magda, Fast 
& Fabulous at (212) 569-6340 or e-mail 
mot3@columbia.edu. Central Pk 9am dep. 

Sun Mar. 21 Harlem Historical Bike Tour: Very 
casual 10 mi max, meet 1 pm at the Apollo 
Theatre. $212-368-1876. 

Sat Mar. 27 Training Ride #5: Piermont. Rockland 
town that attracts NYC cyclists. Climb River Road 
& more. Regular & fast groups. Helmets req. 57 
hilly mi. Meets 9am, Plaza Hotel. 5BBC. 

Sun Mar. 28 Off-Road Vistas #1: Van Cortlandt 
Park. Ride old Putnam line & old Croton 
Aqueduct. Helmets reqd. 30 mi., mostly off-road 
on dirt paths. ATBs best. Meets 9:30am, Van 
Cortlandt Park. 5BBC. 

Sun Mar. 28 Bklyn's Working Waterfront: Paved 
streets adequate for a road bike. Bring $ for lunch. 
Ride ends at Owl's Head Park, Brooklyn. Helmets 
req. 35 mi. Meets 9am, Plaza Hotel. 5BBC. 

Sun Mar. 28 South Mountain Reservation: West 
of Newark. "Mountain" is a bit of an exaggera¬ 
tion, says ride leader Richard. About 50 mi., nice 
and easy, all bikes welcome. Richard is at (212) 
757-7434 or RG433@aol.com. Fast & Fabulous. 
Central Park 9am dep. 

Thurs Apr. 1 The Wedge/Critical Mass: Meet at 
the Cube at Astor Place at 7pm to slow down 
street traffic in a friendly, funny way. (212) 802- 
8222 Time's Up! 

Sun Apr. 4 Training Ride #6: Center Island. 
Regular & fast groups. Helmets reqd. 60 hilly mi. 
Meets 9am, Cunningham Pk. 5BBC. 

Sun Apr. 4 Hell Gate & The Three Islands: Explore 
environs of East River with island tour of Ward's, 
Randall's & Roosevelt. Options to Noguchi Museum 
& Socrates Sculpture Garden. Bring snack or $ & 
lock. Helmets req. 20 flat mi. Meets 12:30pm, C 'N' 
C bicycle shop (60th St., 1st Ave.). 5BBC. 

Sat Apr. 10 Training Ride #7: Rockland Lake. Climb 
River Rd., Congers Rd., Palisades Rd. Regular and fast 
groups. Helmets reqd. 67 hilly mi., absolutely. Meets 
8:30am, Plaza Hotel. 5BBC. Meet 10am at Dykeman 
St and 10th Ave. under the 'El'. (212) 352-9330. 

Sun Apr. 11 Off-Road Vistas #2: Kensico Dam. 
Ride Bx. River Pkwy bike path and back. Helmets 
reqd. 35 mi., paved path with some riding in traffic 
& hills. Meets 9:30am, Wakefield (end of #2 sub¬ 
way at 241st St. & White Plains). Bring Metro 
North bike pass. 

Sun Apr. 11 Harlem Historical Bike Tour: Very 
casual 10 mi. max., meet 1 PM at the Apollo 
Theatre. $ 212-368-1876. Also Apr 25. 

Sat Apr. 17 Training Ride #8: Sunken Meadow. 
Furthermost western Suffolk trek. Regular and 
fast groups. Helmets req.. 75 hilly mi. Meets 
8:30am, Cunningham Pk. 5BBC. 

Sun Apr. 18 Bronx Waterfront Ride: Meet 10 am at 
Botanical Gardens Metro North stop. Casual 
pace. T.A. Bronx Chapter, call Rich for details: 
718-653-2203. 

Sun Apr. 18 City Island/Earth Day: Quaint New 
England-like surroundings in the Bx, with pre- 



RIDES 

Earth Day eco-festival. Nature's way of telling you 
to come along. Helmets req'd. 30 mi., mostly flat. 
Meets 9:30am, AYH.5BBC. 

Thurs Apr. 22 Ride-Skate Action. See back page. 
Sat Apr. 24 Training Ride #9: Stony Pt. Well, 
everybody must get stoned, short of Bear Mt. Eat 
on a grassy knoll. Regular & fast groups. Helmets 
req. 82 hilly mi. Meets 8:30am, Plaza Hotel. 5BBC. 
Sun Apr. 25 Gateway Getaway: A Great Kills 
Excursion. Enjoy views of Narrows & Lower NY 
Bay with a tour of historic Ft Wadsworth, Miller 
Field & natural habitats of Great Kills Park. Return 
to SI ferry. Bring bike light, snack and lock. 
Helmets reqd. 25 flat mi., some hills. Meets 
12:15pm, South Ferry. 5BBC. 

Fri Apr. 30 Moonlight Ride: Meet at Columbus 
Circle at 10pm. (212) 802-8222 Time's Up! 

Sat May 1 Training Ride #10: Palisades. Climb 
River Rd. on the Hudson. Short distance, hardy 
workout and return early. Make sure your granny 
gear works. Regular & fast groups. Helmets reqd. 
25 hilly mi. Meets 9am, Plaza Hotel. 5BBC. 

Sun May 2 Bike NY: The Great 5 Boro Tour. 30,000 
cyclists can't be wrong. Elvis was seen riding in 
1998. (212) 932-BIKE, ext. 128. Join the fun. 

Sat May 8 Training Ride #11: Lloyd's Neck. Last of 
series. Western Suffolk trek to Caumsett State 
Park, Regular & fast groups. Helmets reqd. 85 
hilly mi. Meets 8:30am, Cunningham Park. 5BBC. 
Sun May 16 Montauk Century: All training ride 
leads to roads east. It's now or never. 35-125 mi. 
Helmets req. Call (212) 923-2300, ext. 123. 5BBC. 
Ride, volunteer or do both. 


ride resources 

Bad weather cancels most rides. 

Bicycle Touring Club of Northern N.J. 

973-284-0404 

Fast and Fabulous Cycling Club 

Lesbian and gay bike club 
212-567-7160 

Five Boro Bicycle Club 

212-932-2300x115 

This is only a sample of 5BBC's many rides: 
helmets must be worn on all rides! 

New York Cycle Club 

212-828-5711 

North Jersey Mountain Bike Club 

201-291-2332 
Paumonok Bicycle Club 
516-842-4699 
www.bicyclelongisland.org 
Staten Island Bicycle Association 
718-815-9290 
Time's Up! 212-802-8222 

skate resources 

Empire Skate Club 212-774-1774 

other resources 

Bicycle Network Development (maps) 

www.ci.nyc.ny.us / 212-442-4640 
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Letters 

Helmets, Skates & Bike Cops 

DearT.A.: DearT.A.: 

Riders using the new East River In your “Skater City” article [T.A. 

bikeway north of Fulton Fish Market (a magazine, Sept./Oct. ‘98], you stated the 
splendid and well-marked route, but too problems caused by sidewalk skating, but 



short) are advised to exercise caution 
around the NYPD/NYFD compound 
opposite the NY Post building on South 
Street. North of where the bikeway ends, 
riders must revert to either the wide side¬ 
walk or the gritty roadway under the 
FDR drive. Riders must watch for vehi¬ 
cles pulling out of the parking area of the 
compound (although it is to be hoped 
that the drivers, mostly police or fire per¬ 
sonnel, will be equally careful). On a 








you have failed to recognize one impor¬ 
tant fact: city law distinguishes between 
skating on sidewalks, which is permitted, 
and reckless sidewalk skating, which is 
unacceptable and illegal behavior, subject 
to fines up to $100. 

Yifanji 

Flushing, NY 

Good catch. Thanks for the clarification. - 
Ed. 


Dear T. A.: 

I have seen nothing 
in your magazine about 
uniformed bicycle cops 
giving out tickets. 

How about some 
information about date 
inaugurated? How many 
cops? How many tickets 
given out date to date? 
And anything else we 
should know. Thank you. 
Katrina Thomas 
New York, NY 
You asked. See our article 
this issue. -Ed. 


recent Sunday afternoon, while riding 
north (at about 12 mph) and seeing a van 
about to pull out of the parking area, I hit 
my brakes too hard and flew over the 
handlebars landing on my head. The van’s 
driver (who said she had seen me coming 
and was waiting for me to pass) quickly 
came to my aid (together with a passing 
fellow cyclist) and I was dispatched by 
ambulance to Beekman Downtown 
Hospital to receive seven stitches above 
my eye. (The EMS crew let me take my 
bike with me in the ambulance.) 

The city should clearly mark the 
entrances to parking areas along this 


DearT.A.: 

Do you know that car traffic in the 
parks cleans the roadways...the Parks 
Dept cannot/will not clean the road. 
Case in point Forest Park road is always 
dirty. 

Anonymous 

You’re sadly mistaken. Let's get the facts 
straight: 1) On park drives, like Central and 
Prospect, cars push debris into the bike lane, 
like they do to the side of any road. 2) The 
Parks Department cleans these lanes with 
old mechanical street sweepers. Forest Park 
should be sim ilarly swept. -Ed. 


Dear T. A.: 

Oh, wouldn’t it be lovely if New 
York could think clearly and logically 
about transportation, as Germany does in 
Mike King’s “German Soccer Lessons” 
(T.A. magazine, Jan/Feb 99). Germany is 
the great unknown wonder of bicycle 
touring. There are so many bike paths 
that you can go just about anywhere, 
including airports, without ever riding on 
the road. The food is far better than I’d 
hoped, and the beer, well... every village 
has its own special brew. Meanwhile, on 
the home front, we can’t even get NYC to 
put bike racks in front of its own libraries 
and offices. The bus to the Meadowlands 
gets there after the performance has 
begun because the bus is stuck in traffic! 

I almost hate to read the TA maga¬ 
zine - it’s so frustrating to know all the 
things that are being done wrong by the 
city and DOT. Good luck with the wish 
list. This region is so entrenched in bad 
approaches to problem solving, though, 
that it’s hard to see how we’ll ever make 
progress. DOT is not so much a Dept, of 
Transportation as an advocate for the 
automobile industry. If NYC really want¬ 
ed to improve air quality, DOT would set 
goals and define methods for decreasing 
auto traffic, while increasing use of public 
and human-powered transportation. 
DOT is not doing its job. 

Caryl Baron 

New York, NY 

Space didn’t permit, but Caryl also corrected 
last issue’s “Wish List” which failed to note 
that Donald Trump is contractually respon¬ 
sible for installing both interim and perma¬ 
nent paths along the Hudson between 60th 
and 72nd streets. -Ed. 


route, or even install bollards to slow us 


down. After years of our having to con¬ 
tend with traffic and debris on South 
Street under the FDR, the new East 
River route is tempting to speed along, 
but one still must always be careful. 

By the way, the brunt of the impact 
of my fall was borne by my hard-shell 
helmet. Wear your helmets, folks! 

William F. Lee 
Manhattan 


DearT.A.: 

Please find enclosed a contribution 
for your cause and mine! Keep up the 
good work. 

Riding in Mongolia (but not in 
January—icy sheets and below zero 
temps and drivers with no brakes...) 

Andrea Irvin 
Mongolia 

And we thought cyclists had it tough here in 
NYC!-Ed. 


Letters to the Editor 


Direct your letter to: 

T.A. attn: Editor 
115 W. 30th St. #1207, 

New York, NY 10001, 
or fax it to 212-629-8334, 
or e-mail it to info@transalt.org 

Letters may be edited for clarity and length. 
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Transportation Alternatives' Job 
Announcement 

Environmental Transportation 
Advocate 

Transportation Alternative seeks an environmental trans¬ 
portation advocate to promote our bicycling, traffic calming 
and pedestrian agenda. You should be an urbanist and student 
of current events and political organizing. 

Qualifications: Commitment to environmentally sensible 
transportation; Strong writing and presentation skills and abili¬ 
ty to effectively represent T.A. to the public; Highly self-moti¬ 
vated and able to lead and energize others; Organizing or 
advocacy experience; Political experience a big plus; Ability to 
work closely with volunteer leaders, including after hours; 
Savvy with print, radio and TV journalists. 

Minimum three years post-college experience required. 

Salary: $26,000-133,000. 

Benefits: HMO health coverage and three weeks paid 
vacation. 

Start Date: November 1,1998 

Send: a cover letter explaining your interest in the posi¬ 
tion, with your resume and writing samples (and anything else 
that makes your case) to: Program Staff Search, Transportation 
Alternatives, 115 W 30 St #1207, NY, NY 10001, fax 212- 
629-8334, email info@transalt.org. No calls please! 


Transportation 
Alternatives Team 
Wear is on the web 

AT WWW.TRANSALT.ORG 

Jerseys, shorts, and more. 
Order now for the Spring 
Season! 

Love to write, edit, take 
photos or illustrate? 

T.A. Magazine wants you. 

We're expanding our magazine 
team — join us! 

Orientation meeting April 5th at the T.A. 
office, around 6:30 pm. Or call or e-mail 
Sharon at 212 629 8080, info@transalt.org 


Classifieds 


Classified ads are free for members, subject to a 3-line limit depending on space. Mail, fax, or e-mail ads to T.A. by April 21 for 
next issue. One issue run unless requested otherwise. Fax: 212-629-8334/e-mail: info@transalt.org. Not for commercial use. 


FOR SALE: Be kind to your lower self: Women's Saddle. Modified Bontrager 
cut with gel filled nose, kushy where it counts. Used once: right seat, wrong 
body. $20. Call Ellen at 718-369-6541. 

FOR SALE: 1990 Paramount Series 3, 62 cm frame, Shimano RX100 compo¬ 
nents. Blue. Look style clipless pedals. Hyperglide chain. Light weight-good 
fortouring or upgrade to race. Asking $550 (neg) Call Howie 516-933-6680. 
FOR SALE: 1995 Alley Cat bike attachment for kids. Makes a tandem out of 
any bike. Blue. Like new. Quick release hitch. Asking $100 (neg) Call Howie 
516-933-6680. 

SALE: Giant 980C Cadex Road Bike (1991). 57cm bonded carbon fiber frame. 


Shimano 105SC components. Look pedals, ridden less than 25 miles, excel¬ 
lent condition. $425. Call John at 212-807-1287. 

WANTED: Ride partners for May 21-23, 1999 Bear Mountain pow-wow. 
Casual pace. Call Mike 718-871-1797. 

FOR SALE: Marcy Monster Free Weight Machine with leg lift. Hardly used. 
$100.00 718-458-8013 Leave message. 

FOR SALE: Free Spirit 10 speed good for around town. Just tuned-up, new 
tires. $40.00 718-458-8013 Leave message. 

FOR SALE: Giant Iguana Mnt. bike. Men's, size 18, brand new, never used, 
sleek black, knobby tires, worth $450+. Best Offer. 212-889-5064. 


Jo Ann Ellison, Esq., Attorney at Law 

b fellow cyclist 

Specializing in: 

>Bicyde Accidents ►Personal Injury 

▲Ilo fee unless payment is made on your claims 

Serving the Five Boroughs of New York and Long Island 

1 - 800 - 660-1562 
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Earth Day Action Ride/Skate 

Thursday, April 22 


Join Transportation Alternatives/ TIME'S UP! 


Earth Day 



ind the Empire Skate Club to celebrate 

1999 ! 

Ride and skate up Sixth 
Avenue to Central Park 
and help kick the cars out 
of the Park with a traffic 
calming ride. 

Socialize afterward with a 
picnic in Strawberry 
Fields, live music included! 

Bring food & a friend 


Don't miss this fun annual tradition! 

Meet at the Astor Place Cube at 5:15pm 

At 5:30 we'll head over to Sixth Avenue/ and then uptown. 
Feel free to join us on the way...we plan to be picnicking by 7. 



Is it Time to Renew? Check Your Address Label Below for Your Membership Expiration Date! 
Use the envelope inside to renew, ask a friend to join, or to give a T.A. membership as a gift. 



Transportation Alternatives 
115 W 30th St Ste 1207 
New York NY 10001-4010 

Do not forward. 

Do not return. 
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